Multi-sensory Activity Ideas for Letter Formation
Here are some activity ideas:
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	· Make raised letters on index cards to use for tracing with the index finger. Here's how to make them: use glue to form the letter, then cover it with sand, glitter, bird seed or puffy fabric paint. Make sure to trace letters and numbers from top to bottom and from left to right.



	· Pre-write letters on paper and have the child trace over them with glitter glue.
· Form letters by gluing beans, rice, seeds, etc. on paper.
· Form letters with putty, play dough, clay, etc. 
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· For letter recognition, have child read through a story at his/her reading level and circle all of the a's or b's, etc.
· Write letters on your child's back and see if he/she can guess what letter it is. Write on each other's palms.
· Cut simple letters out of cardboard or textured material such as sand paper and encourage children to feel or use as stencils
	· Have the child draw in a tray of sand/ rice/lentils/shaving foam with finger.
· Use Scratch art paper and scraper to form letters.
· Use steamed up windows on cold days to allow the child to write on.
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· Use chalk on an old roofing slate – if a very short piece of chalk is used then this will help with pincer grip.
· Write a letter in chalk on a black board or dry marker on a whiteboard and ask the child to rub it out in the same direction in which it was formed.
· On a large chalk board or dry erase board, write large letters, always starting at the top. Turn them into "rainbow" letters by going over them with different colours.
· Write letters on paper that is placed over a textured surface, such as sandpaper, plastic craft canvas or rubbing plates. The tactile feedback from the bumpy surface will enhance the child's memory for correct letter formation.
· Use pipe cleaners, wickysticks, wire or cut up drinking straws to form letters.
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	· Use an interactive whiteboard to demonstrate letter formation – this can be traced over by a child.
· Write letters with a vibrating pen; this additional sensory input will enhance the child's memory for letter formation.
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