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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 342/19/FOI

	Dyddiad / Date: 18th October 2019


You asked us:

Your request concerned orthopaedic surgery provided to individuals through the Welsh NHS during the financial years 2016/17, 2017/18, 2018/19. Please state for each financial year separately, the number of individuals who:
1. Received knee operations in Lithuania

2. Received hip operations in Lithuania

Our Response:
Provided in the table below are the number of Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) funded knee and hip replacement operations which took place in Lithuania for the financial years in question.  Please note that these procedures were carried out in accordance with the All-Wales Procedure on Welsh Patients Accessing Treatment in Countries of the European Economic Area (EEA) which states;
1. Patients are entitled to seek health care services within other parts of the EEA if it is demonstrated that they meet the clinical access criteria that would be applied had they sought the treatment in their home healthcare system.

2. Prior approval is required for orthopaedic services, including knee and hip replacement surgery. Under this requirement, Health Boards have the discretion to refuse reimbursement where they are able to provide the treatment within a medically justifiable timeframe. 

The cases identified in the table below were sent to the individual patient funding request team (IPFR) for prior approval in accordance with the guidance and given approval due to the long orthopaedic waiting times in BCUHB.
	Financial Year
	Knee Operations
	Hip Operations

	2016/17
	0
	0

	2017/18
	1
	0

	2018/19
	1
	2


Please also note that BCUHB only manages health services within North Wales, therefore if you require this information on an all Wales basis you will need to contact each Health Board individually to request this information.  Under our obligation to advise and assist, we have provided a link to the NHS Wales structure below.
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/nhswalesaboutus/structure 


We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


