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	Ein cyf / Our ref:     407/16/FOI


You asked us:
1. How many people in all the hospitals within your Local Health Board have died in hospital awaiting the start of a package of local authority social care broken down:

•
As a single overall figure for the 12 months up to the end of September 2016

•
By month for the 12 months up to the end of September 2016

And if available:

•
By ICD code primary cause of death

2. How many people in all the hospitals within your Local Health Board have died in hospital awaiting the start of a package of continuing healthcare broken down by:

•
Those that have been identified as meeting the fast track criteria

•
Those that have not been identified as meeting the fast track criteria
3. What is the average time period in your Local Health board in hours/days from the point at which a fast-track CHC application is made to the care package being provided for the 12 month period to the end of September 2016?

4. What is the average time period in hours/days from the point at which a fast-track CHC application is approved to the care package being provided for the 12 month period to the end of September 2016?

Our Response:

1&2
The Health Board does not centrally hold the data in a format that would enable us to fully respond to your request to the level of detail required. As this is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to collate this data.  From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This is currently £450.  The information you require would be recorded and documented within an individual patient’s medical records.  Therefore, in reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 172 hours to locate and review patient notes across North Wales. This figure is based on a timescale of 20 minutes per patient record, there being in excess of 500 records to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 172 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the act) = £4,300.
3. On receipt of a fast track CHC application, the documentation is scrutinised immediately by a Nurse Assessor and any clarification is sought immediately from the Care Co-Ordinator.   Approval is normally accomplished the same day; occasionally it may take slightly longer dependent on the quality of the information provided. When an urgent package of care is requested, it is accepted immediately.
4. We do not centrally record or collate this information however care packages are usually identified, accepted and/or actioned, or have already been put in place, on the day the application is approved.



