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Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
I can confirm that the information requested is held by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board. I have detailed below the information that is being released to you.  

Your request and our response:

I'd like to request some information under the Freedom of Information Act relating to childbirth injuries. Over the past five financial years, could you tell me; 

1. How many complaints have been made to your Health Board involving birth-related injuries to mothers?  Could you please provide a breakdown of the figures by year. 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

This is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles. Therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to determine the number of complaints that meet the specified criteria. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate cost limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 38 hours to review each complaint logged in our incident reporting system, Datix, for Womens Services. This figure is based on a timescale of 5 minutes per patient complaint, there currently being 463 patient referrals to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 38 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £950. 
Section 12 is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test.
2. The number of births, each year, resulting in one or more of the following;- 

i. Third degree tearing (obstetric anal sphincter injury) 

ii. Fourth degree tearing (obstetric anal sphincter injury) 
	Financial year
	Numbers of births
	Third degree tear
	Fourth degree tear

	2023-2024
	5844
	64
	≤5

	2022-2023
	5868
	61
	7

	2021-2022
	6135
	86
	8

	2020-2021
	5978
	75
	6

	2019-2020
	6375
	92
	≤5


We have provided the data using ‘equal or less than 5’ due to the low numbers involved.  If we were to release the exact figures for the criteria specified, they could be linked with other information available in the public domain, thus potentially risking identification of individuals.
iii. Other birth-related event resulting in emergency surgery (other than caesarean) -  please provide as much context as possible. 

Please see cost exemption applied to question 1. 
3. The number of complaints referencing 'birth trauma', depression or psot traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) as a direct result of a childbirth injury. 

Please see cost exemption applied to question 1. 
  
  

