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Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
I can confirm that the information requested is held by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB). I have enclosed copies of the information that is being released to you.

Your request and our response:

1. What hours during the week are substance misuse teams available in each A&E department?
 
There are no substance misuse teams based within Emergency Departments (ED) in the hospitals covered by BCUHB.
However, there are Alcohol Liaison Nurses available in each ED. Alcohol Liaison Nurses are Registered Nurses who specialise in the assessment, management and treatment of alcohol misuse.
Alcohol Liaison Nurses offer a responsive and timely alcohol assessment for patients with alcohol related problems. Where indicated, they provide appropriate interventions aimed at improving health and well-being, facilitating timely and safe discharge and reducing length of hospital stay. A small proportion of the work is to provide guidance and advice for patients who have opiate dependency.
Individuals, who attend ED with identified alcohol and/or substance misuse needs, are considered for onward referral via the Alcohol Liaison Nurses, if the individual consents.
Alcohol Liaison Nurses are available at the following times:

	Area/ED
	Alcohol Liaison Nurse Availability

	Central (Ysbyty Glan Clwyd)
	Monday – Friday 08:00-17:00.
Outside of these hours, advice and support can be accessed via the Adult Liaison bleep.

	East (Ysbyty Wrexham Maelor)
	Monday – Friday 08:30-18:30. 
Outside of these hours, Alcohol advice and support can be accessed via the Adult Psychiatric Liaison Nurse Team.

	West (Ysbyty Gwynedd)
	Monday –Friday 09:00-17:00. 
Outside of these hours, advice and support can be accessed via the Adult Liaison Nurse bleep.



2. What hours during the weekend are substance misuse teams available in each A&E department? 

Please refer to response to Question 1 above. 

3. How many dedicated staff members (e.g. nurses, counsellors, social workers) are allocated to manage cases related to substance misuse in each of your A&E departments? 

The Mental Health and Learning Disabilities Division currently have seven Alcohol Liaison Nurses in post.  These nurses can be accessed via the Emergency Departments in each District General Hospital. 

	Area
	Alcohol Liaison Nurses in post

	Central
	Two Registered General Nurses and one Registered Mental Health Nurse working full time (37.5 hours per week).

	East
	One full-time Registered General Nurse and one part-time Registered Mental Health Nurse (30 hours per week)

	West
	Two Registered Mental Health Nurses working full time (37.5 hours per week).




4. How many patients were seen by each substance misuse team in the last 12 months (May 2023 - April 2024)?  

Please refer to the table below, which includes the number of patients seen/assessed by each Substance Misuse Team across the areas within BCUHB in the last 12 months.
	Team
	Number of patients seen/assessed

	Anglesey
	138

	Conwy
	244

	Denbighshire
	249

	Flintshire
	481

	Gwynedd
	270

	Wrexham
	246
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