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Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
I can confirm that the information requested is held by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board. I have enclosed the information that is being released to you.  

Your request:
▪ Detailed specifications of the intraocular lenses (IOLs), phacoemulsification systems, and procedure packs currently used within your hospital. Any relevant documentation or brochures outlining the features, benefits, and specifications of these products.

▪ The volume of IOLs, phacoemulsification systems, and procedure packs procured by your hospital within the past year. Any trends or projections related to the usage of these products.

▪ The pricing structure for the products, including any discounts, rebates, or negotiated pricing arrangements.

▪ Details of any contracts or agreements with suppliers, including contract durations and renewal terms.

▪ Any additional information including terms and conditions, performance metrics, and service level agreements.

▪ Any additional information or insights related to the procurement, utilisation, and
management of ophthalmic products and services within your hospital.

▪ Any challenges or areas for improvement identified in the current procurement process.
Our response: 
*Please note that one of the questions in the detailed specifications table has had an exemption applied.

This information is exempt under the FOI Act (Section 43) Commercial Interests.  This section of the Act sets out an exemption from the right to know if:

· the information requested is a trade secret, or

· release of the information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any person. (A person may be an individual, a company, the public authority itself or any other legal entity).

This exemption was considered by the Health Board when deciding whether to release this information because it was felt that in doing so it could be a significant risk in prejudicing the commercial interests of the company in question.  As this is a qualified exemption the Health Board must carry out the public interest test in deciding whether it is in the public interest to withhold or disclose the information.  

The Health Board accepts that there is a public interest in ensuring openness and transparency and there is an interest in the public being aware of how much money is spent and the benefits derived from that expenditure.  However, the Health Board believes that disclosure of information in a manner which fails to protect the interests and relationships arising in a commercial context could have the effect of discouraging companies from dealing with the Health Board because of fears that the disclosure of information could damage them commercially.  In turn this could then jeopardise the Health Boards ability to compete fairly and pursue its function to bring forward development in the area and obtain value for money, especially as this service has recently gone out to tender.  It was therefore decided that it was not in the public interest to disclose this information.
	Detailed specifications
	

	Intraocular lenses (IOLs)
	Preloaded Hydrophilic IOL, Preloaded Mono, Aspheric Lens, Anterior chamber IOL

	Phaco emulsification systems
	Bausch & Lomb (UK) LTD – (YG & WXM)
Alcon Eye Care UK LTD – (ABH)

	Procedure packs
	Procedural and machine specific kits containing components and Ophthalmic consumables

	Any relevant documentation or brochures outlining the features, benefits, and specifications of these products.
	N/A

	The volume of:
	

	IOLs
	4726

	Phacoemulsification systems
	No capital purchases specific to this period

	Procedure packs
	3495

	Any trends or projections related to the usage of these products.
	Based on Service Demand and Capacity

	The pricing structure for the products, including any discounts, rebates, or negotiated pricing arrangements.
	We are unable to Share commercially Sensitive information.

	Details of any contracts or agreements with suppliers, including contract durations and renewal terms.
	All Wales Framework Agreement CLI-OJEU-50995 commenced on 1st August 2023 and is valid until 30th June 2027

	Any additional information including terms and conditions, performance metrics, and service level agreements.
	Contract: All Wales Ophthalmology Consumables Framework Agreement

Period: 01/07/2023 to 30/06/2027

Contract number: CLI-OJEU-50995 
Framework is managed by the National Clinical Sourcing team     

	Any additional information or insights related to the procurement, utilisation, and management of ophthalmic products and services within your hospital.
	No

	Any challenges or areas for improvement identified in the current procurement process
	No


 

  
  

