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Our ref: 2093361 	 
5th July 2024 	

  
  
Freedom of Information Act 2000 
  
I can confirm that the information requested is held by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board. I have detailed below the information that is being released to you.   
 
Your request: 
 
I am writing to request information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 regarding the use of Physician Associates (PAs) for covering shifts within your hospital/Health board. Specifically, I would like to know: 
 
Over the last 6 months, how many doctor* shifts, categorised by department/speciality, have been covered by Physician associates? Please include all types of shifts (day, weekend, night). 
 
 *Doctor shifts would include shifts covered by Foundation Doctors (FY1/FY2), locally employed doctors, SAS (Specialist, Associate Specialist, Speciality Doctor), core/specialist trainee doctors and registrars. They may be referred to as 
 
'F1 shifts', 'SHO Shifts' or 'Registrar shifts', but I would advise liaising with your medical staffing team to clarify exact terminology used by your organisation. 
 
Our response: 
 
No PA's occupy medical roles as they are not legally qualified to do so and currently have no regulator. Any future recruitment of PA's, once they are legally allowed to prescribe and regulation by the (GMC) commences, will be focused on delivering additional care with new funding, while aiming to fill all existing medical roles with doctors. 
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