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Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
I can confirm that the information requested is held by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB). I have enclosed copies of the information that is being released to you.  

Your request and our response:

1. Please provide a breakdown of how many speech therapists are paid between Band 5 – 8a on the Agenda for Change (AfC) pay bands. 
2. Please provide a breakdown of speech assistants.
Please refer to the table below which shows the paediatric cost centres for each Speech and Language Therapy (SLT) Service within our integrated health communities (IHCs) and the funded establishment for posts at each pay band. 

SLT budgets are split into ‘adult’ services and ‘paediatric’ services - they are not separated into funding for specific settings or from different sources.

These figures include:

· Qualified SLT and Technical Instructor posts funded with individual contracts/service level agreements with Local Authorities, including Flying Start and integrated education-based SLT roles.

· Neuro-developmental team SLT roles where SLT services manage the budget. Some ND teams employ SLTs directly, and these are listed after the table below.
	IHC Area
	Technical Instructors/Support Workers:

Funded Posts (Whole Time Equivalent (WTE))
	Qualified SLTs

Funded Posts (WTE)

	AfC Pay Band
	3
	4
	5
	5
	6
	7
	8a

	East 
	3.33
	4.31
	2.00
	5.5
	9.78
	10.74
	0.8

	Central
	2.24
	5.39
	0
	5.65
	10.22
	12.15
	0.8

	West
	5.54
	1.8
	0
	3.76
	11.52
	4.38
	0.93


	IHC Area
	Neurodevelopmental Teams with SLTs employed directly


	East
	0

	Central
	0.8 WTE Band 7 SLT included in above ‘core’ SLT staffing.

1.0 WTE Band 6 SLT not included in the above ‘core’ SLT staffing.

	West
	1.0 WTE Band 7 SLT

1.0 WTE Band 4 SLT assistant




3. How are they allocated and split across departments and services?

The SLT Service is split into adult services and paediatric services in each region/IHC of BCUHB. 

Within paediatric services, teams typically focus on neonatal care, early years, school-age mainstream and additional needs. 

Each region has individual arrangements with their Local Authority partners to provide integrated services for resourced provisions and language outreach services. These service level agreements are owned by the Local Authorities, so BCUHB cannot provide details of these financial arrangements. 

4. Who are they responsible for, for example early years, schools, adults etc?
Please refer to response to Question 3 above. 

Allocations to each team can be flexible, and some speech and language therapists work across age ranges (including some split posts across adults and paediatrics) and clinical areas/teams, including in rotational posts at times.
5. From the breakdown of Speech Therapists and Assistants how many clients do they have on their individual caseloads?
Individual caseloads vary depending on the experience of the clinician and the caseload needs of the time, which can vary significantly. There are also some instances of shared caseloads across teams. There are no national standards for the SLT profession in relation to expected caseload sizes. 

6. If on caseload, are they actively being seen? Please give breakdown in 6 month period and 12 month period.
Due to the way our information is recorded, the SLT department do not keep retrospective records of caseloads 6 or 12 months past. Our data system holds live information only for cases on the current caseload.
However, under our obligation to advise and assist, like all Health Boards and Therapy Services in Wales, the Welsh Government set a target of 14 weeks maximum wait for an offer of an initial assessment.

Follow up lists are actively monitored across all regions and services within SLT. 
Services provide ‘episodes of care’ meaning that children (and adults) are not held on the caseload unless a need for intervention at that time has been identified. Interventions vary, and can appropriately involve termly or annual review, as well as more regular intervention.

7. Are there areas of specialism? For example, Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC), Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS), Communication Boards or is it across the pool of SLTteam?
There is an All Wales high-tech AAC specialist service, which is part of the All Wales Electronic and Assistive Technology (EAT) service, based in Cardiff and having a North Wales office in Wrexham. 
We have a BCUHB AAC specialist team who link with the EAT service to provide personalised support for adults and children requiring AAC. This includes systems such as PECS and communication boards.  

8. Do you have designated staff members for these specialisms? If so, how many and how are these allocated across service and departments? 

The BCUHB AAC team is comprised of a pan-North Wales Band 7 SLT (0.6 WTE) and a Band 4 Technical Instructor (0.6 WTE) in each of East, Central and West IHCs. 
This team works with all members of the local SLT teams to deliver AAC support across the caseload according to need. We are unable to comment on the team structure of the EAT Service based in Cardiff. 

9. If a practitioner highlights a particular interest and trains independently on specific issues/areas outside BCUHB, is this recognised or recorded within by BCUHB?
All speech and language therapy staff have an annual appraisal where training needs and developments are discussed and recorded. 
Training expected and supported by BCUHB relates to the job role the person has been employed to undertake. 
People can choose to learn other things independently of their work with BCUHB, and this might be discussed in appraisals if the individual wishes to do so.

10. Have any the SLTs within BCUHB completed the 'Mind Your Words' training? If so, how many? 

This is not mandatory training for SLTs, therefore we do not keep record of how frequently this training is undertaken across the service.

11. How many SLTs within BCUHB have undertaken the Trauma informed training? 

This is not mandatory training for SLTs, therefore we do not keep record of how frequently this training is undertaken across the service.

12. When will the NHS in Wales introduce mandatory autism training for practitioners?

As this question relates to the NHS Wales, BCUHB SLT Services are unable to comment. 
13. Does NHS Wales have any plans to work with the PDA Society?
As this question relates to the NHS Wales, BCUHB SLT Services are unable to comment. 

14. At what AfC Pay Band are you currently recruiting new SLTs for? 
This varies at any time. 
All posts are advertised on NHS.Jobs, which can be viewed at any time to see live adverts for BCUHB. 

15. What training is provided to support parents with children with Down’s Syndrome in their early years to help develop the child’s eating and drinking skills?

Within BCUHB SLT Service, we offer bespoke support for children and their families to manage the difficulties we have assessed following referral to our services.
16. What training is provided for support workers, teachers and SLTs in relation to children with Down’s Syndrome early years communication and beyond? 

Within BCUHB SLT Service, we offer bespoke support for children and their families to manage the difficulties we have assessed following referral to our services.

17. Have any SLTs accessed any resources developed by Down’s Syndrome Association, Down’s Syndrome Education and the See and Learn Programs? 

Individual SLTs may have accessed these resources if they work with children with Down’s Syndrome as part of their individual continuous professional development (CPD) plan.

18. How does the Local Authority monitor the training provided by SLT Services to support workers and teachers who work with children with ALN?

BCUHB’s SLT Service are unable to respond to this question on behalf of any Local Authority. 

However, under the Health Board’s obligation to advise and assist, we have included below links to the Local Authority websites which cover the areas of BCUHB. 
	IHC Area
	Local Authority Website Link

	East
	Wrexham
	https://www.wrexham.gov.uk/


	
	Flintshire
	https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/


	Central
	Denbighshire
	https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/home.aspx


	
	Conwy
	https://www.conwy.gov.uk/


	West
	Anglesey
	https://www.anglesey.gov.uk/Cyngor-Sir-Ynys-Mon-Isle-of-Anglesey-County-Council.aspx


	
	Gwynedd
	https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Residents/Residents.aspx



  
  

