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Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
I can confirm that the information requested is held by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board. I have detailed below the information that is being released to you.  

Your request:
1. The monies clawed, handed back and recommissioned within the General Dental Service in your Health Board for the last four financial years.

Please provide the information in the form of an electronic copy, in a tabulated format as displayed in the attached document.
Our response:
Please see table below with the following caveats included:

Table Note 1 - A procurement exercise undertaken in 23/24 has recently been approved and will be announced shortly.

Table Note 2 - A further procurement exercise is currently underway to replace activity.
Section 22 – intended for future publication

The request in question is currently going through the approval process. Once approved it will be published and is therefore currently exempt from release under Section22 of the Act – information intended for future publication.

The information you have requested will be published on the Health Board’s internet site, and is therefore exempt from release under Section 22 – Information intended for future publication.  Section 22 is a qualified exemption which means it is subject to the public interest test which is outlined below.

Section16 of the FOI Act places a duty on the Health Board to offer advice and assistance, therefore we can confirm that this information will be published in the Summer of 2024 and will be made available on the Governance and Assurance page on the Health Board’s website.
Table Note 3 - Monies were commissioned in 21/22, however we are unable to disclose this information as this was awarded to one new dental practice, we do not release the contract values for individual dental practices as this is considered commercially sensitive information. Whilst disclosure may give the public an insight into the commissioning arrangements with dental practices it is important to ensure that the ability of the NHS to effectively commission NHS dental treatment is not impaired. 
Section 43 

The information you are requesting is exempt from disclosure under section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

It is considered that the release of the requested information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB).  The release of such information is likely to deter a number of organisations from entering into contracts with the NHS. This will negatively affect the NHS in engaging in commercial activity and carrying out its function of delivering effective health care provision to the public.
Public Interest against disclosure
It is not in the public interest for a national organisation such as the NHS to be prejudiced when engaging in commercial activity. Disclosure would lead to a risk of the NHS being unable to effectively commission services for patients.


The balance of the public interest
Whilst disclosure may give the public an insight in to how money is being spent on certain Dental Services, there are other avenues in which NHS spending is being scrutinised and made transparent, i.e. published budgets for general spending within the NHS. 

Therefore, in considering the balance it is considered that the public interest lies against disclosure.
	Financial Year 
	Monies handed back permanently by GDS practices
	Monies handed back non-recurrently by GDS practices
	Monies clawed back from GDS practices
	Monies recommissioned to new GDS practices
	Monies recommissioned to existing GDS practices 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20/21
	£292,759
	£0
	£0
	£0
	£284,774
	

	21/22
	£226,098
	£0
	£27,987
	See table note 3
	£710,262
	

	22/23
	£1,121,544
	£121,693
	£793,712
	£0
	£329,358
	

	23/24
	£3,322,237
	£995,186
	£0
	£0 See table notes 1 and 2
	£211,843
	


Table Note 1: A procurement exercise undertaken in 23/24 has recently been approved and will be announced shortly.
Table Note 2: A further procurement exercise is currently underway to replace activity.
Table Note 3: Monies were commissioned in 21/22, however we are unable to disclose this information as this was awarded to one new dental practice, we do not release the contract values for individual dental practices as this is considered commercially sensitive information.
  
  

