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Our ref: 2409481 	 
25th  June 2024 	 
  
  
  
Freedom of Information Act 2000 
  
I can confirm that the information requested is held by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board.  
 
Your request  
 
I'm writing to you after a recent discussion with the Practice Manager at Hwb Iechyd Cybi to obtain data on Urgent Suspected Cancer Referrals (USC) for the practice.  
  
Please provide a list of all the USC referrals sent from Hwb Iechyd Cybi between 24th May 2023 and 23rd May 2024. Ideally, the list would need to be broken down by referral pathway and contain data relating to date of referral and a patient identifier such as NHS number/EMIS number. (The next step would then be for me to cross check the referrals with diagnosis data to determine what proportion of our USC referrals resulted in a cancer diagnosis, known as the 'conversion rate'). 
 
Our response: 
 
Please refer to the attached spreadsheet for our responses in relation to the information requested.  
 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act. 
 
The Health Board can confirm that it holds the NHS numbers requested.   
However, we are unable to provide you with the level of detail you are seeking due to the potential risk of identification if we release the NHS numbers of individual patients. We are therefore, withholding this detail under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This information is protected by the Data Protection Act 2018, as its disclosure would constitute unfair and unlawful processing and would be contrary to the principles set out in This information is protected by the Data Protection Act 2018, as its disclosure would constitute unfair and unlawful  
  
processing and would be contrary to the principles set out in Article 5 of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). 
 
Section 40 is an absolute exemption and does not require the Health Board to consider the public interest test. 
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