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Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
I can confirm that the information requested is held by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board. I have detailed below the information that is being released to you.  

Your request and response:

I would like to make a request for information for the financial years 2021/22, 2022/23 and 2023/24

please provide information relating to histology slides/ cases reported for patients of the Health Board.

1. How many histology cases were reported by consultant histopathologists for patients treated by the Health Board. If exact numbers are not available, an estimate to within 5% is acceptable, but please state whether exact numbers or estimates are given. Cytology should be included separately.

	
	21/22
	22/23
	23/24

	Histology
	40,764
	44,329
	47,029

	NG cytology
	2,844
	2,752
	2,894


Actual number of cases reported by sessional type is not recorded to this level of detail due to the nature of the role e.g. MDT preparation / attendance / sample dissection / peer review etc. Operationally, complex cases are undertaken in core (normal) and additional sessions. Lower priority, relatively simple cases of lower complexity are reported generally on a cost per case basis outside of contracted programmed activities. However, a reasonable estimation can be made based on financial and activity data for the time periods specified. 2021-22 data is not readily available, so the responses below represent an average of 2022-23 / 2023-24. In reality all three time periods are very similar, so the average response given is representative of all three years. Responses relate to histology cases only, based on an average total activity of 45,679 cases (2022-23 / 2023-24).
2.Of these cases how many were reported by:

a. Consultants employed by the Health Board working in their normal NHS programmed activity sessions.

17,292 (38%)
b. Consultants employed by the Health Board being paid for additional sessions.
2,973 (7%)
c. Consultants employed by the Health Board being paid an amount per slide or case for activity outside their contracted programmed activities.
25,414 (55%)
d. Consultants employed by other trusts, where the Health Board contracts with these consultants or their trust 
D-I inclusive 0 (0%)
e. Backlogs Limited
f. Unilabs
g. Source Bioscience
h. Cellular Pathology Services Limited
i. Other private histology providers (please specify which)

Unknown.
3.What was the spend in GBP in 2021/22, 2022 /23 and 2023/24 with each of the following in relation to the reporting of histology slides/ cases
Spend figures below do not include on costs, and are an average of 2022-23 / 2023-24 years – representative of all three years and relative to the activity data in the previous question.
a. Consultants employed by the Health Board being paid for additional sessions
 £205,286
b. Consultants employed by the Health Board being paid an amount per slide or case for activity outside their contracted programmed activities

£559,108
c. Consultants employed by other trusts, where the Health Board contracts with these consultants or their trust

£0
d. Backlogs Limited
e. Unilabs
f. Source / LD Path
g. Cellular Pathology Services Limited (CPS)
h. Diagnexia Ltd
i. Other private histology providers (please specify which)

Unknown.
4. How much was spent in 2021/22, 2022 /23 and 2023/24 with each of the following in relation to the reporting of histology cases
a. Consultants employed by the Health Board being paid for additional sessions
b. Consultants employed by the Health Board being paid an amount per slide or case for activity outside their contracted programmed activities
c. Consultants employed by other trusts, where the Health Board contracts with these consultants or their trust
d. Backlogs Limited
e. Unilabs
f. Source Bioscience
g. Cellular Pathology Services Limited
h. Other private histology providers (please specify which)

Please see response provided to question 3.
5. (a) How many whole time equivalent (WTE) Consultant Grade Pathologists should the Health Board have in the Histology Department and 
9.04 (Headcount of 12)
(b) how many does the Health Board have? 
9.04 (Headcount of 12)
(c) how many vacancies does the Health Board currently have for consultant pathologists and in what sub-specialities are these vacancies. If 'general' please state

Funded establishment is 14.35 WTE, hence up to 5 vacancies based on 10 session job plans. Consultant posts are generalist in nature with some specialist interest.
 
  
  

