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Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
Your request:

I am seeking information in respect to the terms of reference for the review of mental health services being conducted by the Royal College of Psychiatry and or any other external bodies looking into Mental Health.

Please find enclosed a copy of the ToR

Please note that any information that is personal has been redacted under

Section 40 – Personal Information of the Freedom of Information Act.

Also can you clarify if the review into Urology Services has been completed if so please provide a copy of the report if this is ongoing please provide a copy of the time line for this to be available 
 
The information is exempt from disclosure under Section 22(1) of the Freedom of Information Act (FoIA). There is a clear intention to publish the information at a future date and in line with section 22(1)(c) it is considered reasonable in all the circumstances that the information should be withheld from disclosure until the date of publication.
 
To use this exemption we are required to undertake a public interest test. The matters which were considered in applying the public interest test are as follows:
 
Factors in favour of disclosure

The Urology services report you have requested will be published on the Health Board's internet site, and is therefore exempt from release under Section 22 - Information intended for future publication. Section 22 is a qualified exemption which means it is subject to the public interest test which is outlined below. 

Section 16 of the FOI Act places a duty on the Health Board to offer advice and assistance, therefore we can confirm that this information will be published in early 2024 and will be made available on the Governance and Assurance page on the Health Board's website, link provided below.
 
Factors in favour of withholding

The Health Board also has a responsibility to protect all individuals involved whilst the outcome of the review is ongoing and is still pending. The Health Board, following completion of the review, will, as advised above, be publishing the findings of the review in its final report when the Terms of Reference will be made available as part of this process.
 
 
It is considered that the greater public interest therefore lies in not providing the information at this time. In coming to that conclusion, the public interest in providing the information has been carefully weighed against any prejudice to the public interest that might arise from withholding the information; in all the circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.
 
This response therefore acts as a refusal notice under section 17 of the FoIA.
 
  
  

