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Freedom of Information Act 2000
 

Please provide detail on all NHS dental contracts returned by contractors in your Health Board for the 2021/22 and 2022/23 financial years, and, and 1 April 2023-date.

[Q1] For each contract, please provide data on its i) cash value, its ii) address, and iii) for 2022/23 onwards whether the contract participated into the contract reform programme.

The information requested is exempt from disclosure under section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).It is considered that the release of the requested information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of BCUHB.  The release of such information is likely to deter dental practices from entering into contracts with the NHS. This will negatively affect the NHS in carrying out its function of delivering effective health care provision to the public.
The Public Interest Test 

In considering the application of the section 43 exemption it is necessary to consider the balance of the public interest for and against disclosure.
Public Interest for disclosure

As the NHS is funded through public money it is especially important that it’s commissioning and spending activities are scrutinised and held to high account. Disclosure of the information would enable the public to see that the Health Board monitor the performance of dental contracts and that they take action to recover funding from those who underperform. 
Public Interest against disclosure

It is not in the public interest for a national organisation such as the NHS to be prejudiced when engaging in commercial activity. Disclosure would lead to a risk of the NHS being unable to effectively commission services for patients.

The balance of the public interest

Whilst disclosure may give the public an insight into the commissioning arrangements with dental practices it is important to ensure that the ability of the NHS to effectively commission NHS dental treatment is not impaired.

Therefore, in considering the balance it is considered that the public interest lies against disclosure.
However for transparency please see the information below which does not include Orthodontic or Access contracts:

58 Contract Reform Contracts £26,767,427

18 UDA Practices £1,098,952

[Q2] Please also indicate whether any practices that moved to the contact reform programme, reverted to the UDA contract prior to returning their NHS contract.

Two contracts that were delivering under contract reform reverted to UDA the following year and subsequently terminated their contracts.

[Q3] Please provide totals on moneys clawed back from NHS dental contractors in Wales for failure to fulfil their NHS contractual targets, for each financial year 2015/16 to 2022/23.

Values below include General Dental Services and Orthodontic Dental Services

2015/16           £845,425.52

2016/17           £1,110,375.51

2017/18           £1,297,288.11

2018/19           £2,119,963.66

2019/20           £1,650,888.00

2020/21           £0

2021/22           £29,283.93

2022/23           £927,459.88

[Q4] For each financial year indicate what proportion of practices were subject to this clawback.

2015/16           26%

2016/17           35%

2017/18           36%

2018/19           31%

2019/20           26%

2020/21           0%

2021/22           8%

2022/23           20% (subject to appeal)
[Q5] For 2022/23 please indicate what proportion of clawback came from contracts with the Welsh Government's contract reform programme for all or part of the financial year.

General Dental Services only

Contract Reform 48%

 
  
  

