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Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request and our response:

1. How many patients were transferred between each hospital site for admission due to Covid-19 each month for a period of 24 months from and including March 2020?
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.
The Health Board does not hold the data in a format that would enable us to respond to your request to the level of detail required. As this is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to collate this data.  From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This is currently £450. In reaching this decision, we estimate that it would take staff approximately 314 hours to locate and review the notes of the 3771 patients admitted to Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) (with the ICD-10 codes of; *U071* - COVID-19 Confirmed Case or *U072* - COVID-19 Unconfirmed Case, in any diagnosis code position) to establish if any of those patients had been treated with the specific drugs mentioned. This figure is based on a timescale of 5 minutes per set of patient notes. Therefore, obtaining the data would work out at approximately 314 hours x £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £7,850.
As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test.

2. During this period, how were patients tested for the Covid-19 virus? How frequent were these tests? What was the exact procedure in these instances?
Please see enclosed Inpatient Leaflet - Preventing and minimising Covid19 in our hospitals
Please note, part of the information you have requested would have been collated as part of the Welsh Government National Nosocomial Covid-19 Programme. Under the Health Board’s obligation to advise and assist, please find a link to this page below:

National Nosocomial COVID-19 Programme: patient and family frequently asked questions [HTML] | GOV.WALES
3. What facilities were made available for hospital staff to change and/or shower before, during, and after their shifts for a period of 24 months from and including March 2020?
 
At Ysbyty Maelor Wrexham  we have dedicated staff changing facilities on the 1st floor in Wrexham Maelor and additional facilities in other clinical areas e.g. Emergency Department, ITU and Theatres. These were utilised during COVID (and continue to be utilised in some areas, alongside the main changing rooms for staff starting/finishing work to change.
At Ysbyty Glan Clwyd  as standard, we have dedicated staff changing facilities on the 1st floor in YGC and additional facilities in other clinical areas e.g. Emergency Department & ITU etc. these were utilised during COVID (and continue to be utilised for staff starting/finishing work to change.)

At Ysbyty Gwynedd Bangor from March 2020 until February 2022 there was limited facilities on site for showering and changing, mainly Theatres critical care and ED. All staff did have access to these facilities. 
In November 2021 work was commissioned to convert the WRFS café into dedicated showering and changing facilities, these became active February 2022.
All Community Hospital sites have staff changing facilities .
 As per policy, during COVID19 staff were informed not arrive/leave work in their uniform, they were and (still) required to change on site prior to starting a shift or finishing in order to prevent the spread of infection.
 
  
  

