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Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
I can confirm that the information requested is held by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board. 
Your request and our response: 
Please provide the following information in respect to how a patient who has suffered a stroke is dealt with in the three Integrated Health Community (IHC) areas covered by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB).

1. Which hospital would the patient be taken to?
The patient would be taken to the nearest acute hospital – there are 3 across North Wales as follows: 
· Ysbyty Gwynedd - West IHC

· Ysbyty Glan Clwyd - Central IHC 

· Wrexham Maelor Hospital - East IHC

Additionally, patients who have a travelling distance by ambulance which is closer to the Countess of Chester NHS Foundation Trust – these patients will be taken to this hospital.  
2. If a patient as a suspected Large Vessel Occlusion (LVO) – at what location would this be detected and treated? 
The patient would be taken to the nearest acute hospital where the initial investigation and diagnosis would be carried out. 
Computed Tomography Head (CTH) & Computed Tomography Angiography (CTA) will be carried out at the acute hospital to detect/confirm LVO. 
Recently introduced Brainomix 360 decision support software will provide processed CT images to further support clinical decision and detection of LVO. 
Thrombectomy treatment is carried out at The Walton Centre, Liverpool, where the patient will be transferred to. 
The Brainomox 360 processed images are auto forwarded to The Walton Centre enabling quicker dialogue between the Stroke Physician and the Neuroradiologist at The Walton Centre.
3. Is the Ambulance Service equipped to conduct this assessment at the time of first engagement with a patient? 
No, the ambulance service are not equipped to make this assessment of a LVO, they are not equipped or trained to carry out this level of clinical investigations.  

4. If the patient has to go to a regional centre that would deal with Large Vessel Occlusion (LVO) where is this located? 
Suitable patients would be transferred to The Walton Centre. BCUHB has an agreement in place with The Walton Centre for the acceptance of patients.

5. Can a patient receive a Endovascular Thrombectomy (EVT) in North Wales? If not, where would this be performed? 
No, a patient cannot receive an Endovascular Thrombectomy in North Wales. The procedure is performed at The Walton Centre. 
6. If a patient is transferred out of the BCUHB area due to a stroke, how many have died on route, within 24 hours or within 48 hours? 
From 1st October 2022 and 31st October 2023, 32 patients were transferred to The Walton Centre from BCUHB. 
Of these 32 patients, zero have a date of death recorded within 24 or 48 hours.

7. How many of the transferred patients have suffered any life limiting injuries as a result of waiting for an Endovascular Thrombectomy (EVT)? 
Due to the very nature of a stroke being a debilitating condition, from the onset patients may have life changing outcomes. However, all patients transferred to The Walton Centre for a thrombectomy receive this procedure within the time window below. 
In relation to thrombectomy procedures, official statistics published by NHS England for time from symptom onset to puncture for all patients referred to The Walton Centre (including patients transferred from North Wales), state a median time of 330 minutes, with a lower quartile of 263 minutes and an upper quartile of 388 minutes. Source NHS England for period January 2021 – December 2021 (inclusive) SSNAP data item G19.4.

8. Can a patient be triaged on route from home to hospital by paramedics? If so, do they have permission to re-route to a centre that can perform a Endovascular Thrombectomy (EVT)? 
No, the patient cannot be triaged as there is no capability within the ambulance to detect LVO. Any onward treatment decision for a patient is the responsibility of the stroke physician.
9. If any treatment is carried out in England, is there a cost benefit assessment of any kind undertaken before a transfer occurs? Does a BCUHB Consultant have to seek approval from senior management before arranging a transfer? 
There is an established contract between BCUHB and The Walton Centre for thrombectomy services for BCUHB patients. No approval is required prior to transfer, which is based on clinical suitability and need.
  
  

