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Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
I can confirm that the information requested is held by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board. I have detailed below the information that is being released to you.  

Your request:

For your Health Board, what is the current waiting time for an autism assessment for children and young people?

Our response: 


The Health Board holds a list for children and young people waiting for neurodevelopmental assessment. This could be attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and Dual assessment. The waiting list for neurodevelopmental assessment at the end February 2023 was 5288, with 4131 children and young people waiting over 16 weeks.

As such, in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act, as the list cannot be segregated until the assessment has taken place. Therefore this is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles and the health board would have to carry out a specific exercise to determine the wait time for children and young people who have been referred for an ASD assessment. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate cost limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 440 hours to review each referral for those patients who are currently on the Neurodevelopment waiting list. This figure is based on a timescale of 5 minutes per patient referral, there currently being 5,288 patient referrals to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 440 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £11,000. 

Section 12 is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test.
  
  

