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Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
I can confirm that some the information requested is held by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board. I have enclosed the information that is being released to you.  

Your request:
Please find below questions about GP practices in your area and visa sponsor status. 

GP practices need to have obtained a visa sponsorship licence if they want to recruit a GP from outside the UK who needs a skilled worker visa.

a. How many GP practices in your health board area are licensed visa sponsors currently?
Our response:

There are five GP practices within the Health Board catchment area that hold a Certificate of Sponsorship licence. The list of practice can be found on the NHS Wales Shared Services Partnership website nwssp.nhs.wales/ourservices/employment-services/employment-services-documents/skilled-worker-certificate-useful-docs/confirmed-practices-with-licence-dec-2023-pdf-150kb/
Health Board practices are able to support GP seeking sponsorship as the Health Board holds the Certificate of Sponsorship licence. 

Please note that there is a surgery registered on the list as a BCUHB practice but it does not come under our Health Board, Church Surgery, Aberystwyth.


b. How many GP practices in your health board area were licensed visa sponsors 12 months ago?
Our response:

This information is not currently available online or held directly by the Health Board but you should be able to contract the information holder NHS Wales Shared Services Partnership to obtain the information.  
Address to contact NWSSP:

NWSSP Headquarters

Unit 4-5 Charnwood Court

Heol Billingsley

Parc Nantgarw

CF15 7QZ


c. Is your health board actively seeking to increase the number of GP practices in the area that are visa sponsors? If so, how?
Our response:

In Wales, the GP Practice support for Skilled Worker Sponsorship, launched in July 2022, is supported, and funded by Welsh Government.  This provides reimbursement of Home Office fees to GP Practices. The Health Board would encourage practices to apply for the Certificate of Sponsorship license and if approached will signpost any interested practices to the resources and information on the NHS Wales Shared Services Partnership website Skilled Worker Certificate of Sponsorship - NHS Wales Shared Services Partnership
  
  

