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Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
I can confirm that the information requested is held by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board. I have enclosed copies of the information that is being released to you.  
Your Request and Our Response:

Under the Freedom of Information Act, we would like to request the answers to the below questions, in relation to your renal services at the hospitals.
 
1. How many patients are on dialysis at the hospital and are these seen two or three times per week?

Across Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB), there are 296 patients who are on dialysis. All unit dialysis patients receive the recommended 3 sessions per week.               

2. What is your current capacity level and what is your maximum capacity level of renal dialysis?
Within BCUHB, our current maximum capacity is 360 patient slots. Our maximum capacity is noted to be 480 but this figure is unrealistic because many people utilise twilight dialysis.


3. What is your current number of dialysis machines and what brand are they? Also, who is the RO plant manufacturer?

The East and West have a contract with DaVita UK, whilst central have a Private Finance Initiative Build contract with Fresenuis UK.
4. What is the average cost per patient for renal dialysis within a hospital environment?

The average cost of the renal dialysis unit is £296 per visit. The actual cost nationally is estimated to be £30-35,000 per patient, per year.
5. How old is your RO system and dialysis machines, and are they due for replacement, decant or upgrade any time soon?
This is the responsibility of DaVita UK and Fresenius based on the location of contract awarded.

6. What is your contingency plan for when you run out of internal dialysis capacity or your machines/RO go down?
BCUHB have a detailed Emergency Internal Plan which varies according to the exact circumstance, site and expected length of interruption.

7. Where does the primary source of funding for the renal department stem from? Is it directly from the health board or elsewhere?
The renal department is commissioned by the Welsh Kidney Network. The majority of funding comes via the Welsh Kidney Network, supported by the Health Board.

8. Have you ever considered using a mobile renal dialysis unit to support your services through disaster recovery, decant, replacement or refurbishment? 

Yes, BCUHB have considered using a mobile renal dialysis unit as part of an options appraisal for future capacity.

  
  

