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Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request and our response: 

1. As of 1st March 2024, please provide the number of acute mental health patients within Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) who are being treated out of area (OOA). 
48 patients are being treated OOA.

2. As of 1st March 2024, please provide the number of delayed discharges for current acute mental health patients treated in-area. 
22 delayed transfers of care (DTOC)
3. Since 1st January 2024, please provide the number of occasions section 136 suites have been used as bedrooms (ie for non-section 136 patients) 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.
The Health Board does not hold the data in a format that would enable us to respond to your request to the level of detail required. As this is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to collate this data.  From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This is currently £450. In reaching this decision, we estimate that it would take staff approximately 30 hours to locate and review the case notes of the 187 inpatients admitted to the 3 acute mental health units across the Health Board within this time period, to establish if any of those patients had used section 136 suites. This figure is based on a timescale of 10 minutes per set of patient notes. Therefore, obtaining the data would work out at approximately 30 hours x £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £750.
As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test.

4. As of 1st March 2024, please provide the daily cost incurred for sending acute mental health patients out of area. 

Total daily cost for OOA placements as at 29th February 2024 was £35,589.76.  
5. Please provide the number of acute mental health patients from within BCUHB who were treated out of area on 1 March 2023 and 1 March 2022? 
Please refer to the table below. 

	Date
	Number of patients treated out of area

	1st March 2022
	3

	1st March 2023
	22


  
  
  

