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Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request and our response:

NICE Quality Standard 204 on Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder was published 16 March 2022 

1. Please confirm, has this quality standard been circulated to each team and service in your network?

Yes via Clinical Advisory Groups – and we have ensured further recirculation
2. Have teams or other organisations within your Health Board been asked to identify whether NICE Quality Standard 204 is applicable to their service?

Yes

3. Which teams/organisations have identified that NICE Quality Standard 204 is applicable to them.

Paediatrics Services and Womens Services (Maternity)
4. Please indicate who in your Health Board has responsibility for each NICE Quality Standard 204 statement:

4a. Statement 1: Advice on avoiding alcohol in pregnancy (Pregnant women are given advice throughout pregnancy not to drink alcohol.)

Womens Services – Maternity
4b. Statement 2: Fetal alcohol exposure (Pregnant women are asked about their alcohol use throughout their pregnancy and this is recorded)

Womens Services – Maternity

4c. Statement 3: Referral for assessment (Children and young people with probable prenatal alcohol exposure and significant physical, developmental or behavioural difficulties are referred for assessment.)
Primary Care

Health visiting and school nursing services

Children’s social care services
4d. Statement 4: Neurodevelopmental assessment (Children and young people with confirmed prenatal alcohol exposure or all 3 facial features associated with prenatal alcohol exposure have a neurodevelopmental assessment if there are clinical concerns.)

While we do not have any specific pathway for children whom have a diagnosis of FAS / FASD – we would consider referral for an ND assessment in the same way we would for any other child, taking their FAS/ FASD into consideration as part of this consideration. Our Community Paediatric Services take a lead in co-ordinating care for children and young people for which antenatal exposure to alcohol or a diagnosis of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder. We have strong links between services including clinical genetics, neurodevelopment service our child development centres and mental health services for children and young people.

Care management plans are tailored to the individual needs of each child. Usually these will be co-ordinated by the community paediatric service, however, in some circumstances, e.g. if there are significant mental health needs or significant physical health needs, other services may lead care to reflect the priorities of the child or young person’s health needs. Care management plans, in the form of clinic letters, are routinely shared with educational settings.
4e. Statement 5: Management plan (Children and young people with a diagnosis of fetal alcohol spectrum disorder (FASD) have a management plan to address their needs.)

These children will continue to be reviewed and monitored under our community paediatric service. As part of this they will have a clinic letter, usually at least annually, which will be the overarching clinical management plan for the child. 

5. If your NICE lead or other relevant person has created a review sheet, please provide that with a breakdown of every statement in the quality standard by structure, process and outcome measures.


[image: image1.emf]Question 5.xlsx


6. If you don't have a review sheet, please indicate how your Health Board is responding to NICE Quality Standard 204.

NA. Please see above.
7. How are you involving stakeholders and/ or tracking patient experiences of your response to the NICE Quality Standard 204?

All patients are screened at booking for alcohol consumption. Those with high consumption pre-conception will be referred to our Drug and Alcohol midwife. Those who continue to drink in pregnancy will also be referred to the Drug and Alcohol midwife.
8. Is there any other document your Health Board has created that is related to improvement of quality of care regarding NICE Quality Standard 204? If so, please provide a copy.

 We give out this guidebook for all women at booking in either digital or hard copy whatever is preferred which covers general guidance:

Every Child Your Pregnancy & Birth (pagesuite-professional.co.uk)
All Wales Hand Held records, due to be implemented March/ April 2024 will include a section for each appointment which triggers midwife/ obstetrician to ask about alcohol consumption, which is a new element of antenatal contacts.
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				3		Children and young people with probable prenatal alcohol exposure and significant physical, developmental or behavioural difficulties are referred for assessment.		While we cannot comment on Primary Care practice – our health visiting and school nursing team would refer for any developmental and/or behavioural conditions.

								i.e. we are compliant.

				4		Children and young people with confirmed prenatal alcohol exposure or all 3 facial features associated with prenatal alcohol exposure have a neurodevelopmental assessment if there are clinical concerns.		Yes, this is our standard processes - compliant

				5		Children and young people with a diagnosis of fetal alcohol spectrum disorder (FASD) have a management plan to address their needs.		Those young people with diagnosis of FAS or FASD and have additional needs will be under services and follow up. For therapies this will include a management plan and for community paediatrics the management plan will be in the clinic letter. i.e. compliant.
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