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	Our ref: 1186058
21st June 2024
‎
 


Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
I can confirm that the information requested is held by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board. I have enclosed copies of the information that is being released to you.  

Your request: 
 

1. How many requirements (hours) were released to on-framework agencies during the period 1st January 2023 until 31st December 2023, per calendar month, showing how many were filled and how many were unfilled, for the below-listed specialities*?
Please see response to this question within the enclosed Exel spreadsheet within this response.

2. How many requirements (hours) were released to off-framework agencies during the period 1st January 2023 until 31st December 2023, per calendar month, for the below-listed specialities*?
Please see response to this question within the enclosed Exel spreadsheet within this response.
3. What is the total agency usage for nurses in the period 1st January 2023 until 31st December 2023? Please provide hours supplied, and total expenditure, broken down per calendar month, and per recruitment agency (company name) for the below specialities*. Please indicate which agencies are operating on-framework and which are operating off-framework.
Please see response to this question within the enclosed Exel spreadsheet within this response.
4. Please provide the average hourly charge rate per calendar month, per recruitment agency, per speciality listed below, for the period 1st January 2023 until 31st December 2023.
** The information you are requesting is exempt from disclosure under section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

It is considered that the release of the requested information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB).  The release of such information is likely to deter a number of organisations from entering into contracts with the NHS. This will negatively affect the NHS in engaging in commercial Activity and carrying out its function of delivering effective health care provision to the public.

The Public Interest Test 

In considering the application of the section 43 exemption it is necessary to consider the balance of the public interest for and against disclosure.

Public Interest for disclosure

As the NHS is funded through public money it is especially important that its commissioning and spending activities are scrutinised and held to high account. Disclosure of the information would enable the public to see how much of taxpayers’ money is being spent. 

Public Interest against disclosure

It is not in the public interest for a national organisation such as the NHS to be prejudiced when engaging in commercial activity. Disclosure would lead to a risk of the NHS being unable to effectively commission services for patients.

The balance of the public interest

Whilst disclosure may give the public an insight in to how money is being spent on agency staff, there are other avenues in which NHS spending is being scrutinised and made transparent, i.e. published budgets for general spending within the NHS. 

Therefore, in considering the balance it is considered that the public interest lies against disclosure.

5. Please confirm how many international Band 5 Nurses are forecasted to be permanently recruited by the trust, between 1st Feb 2024 and 31st January 2025, including their country of origin where feasible.
* For the aforementioned specialities, the following specialities are requested:

- General (incl Medical / Surgical / General)
- A&E
- ITU
- Theatres
- Midwifery
- RMN / Mental Health
Our Response: 

We plan to recruit 132 international Band 5 Nurses between 01/02/2024 – 31/01/2025, from the following countries of residence:
	Country of Residence

	Botswana
	1

	Dominica
	2

	Guyana
	2

	India
	118

	Jamaica
	2

	Kuwait
	2

	Namibia
	1

	Saudi Arabia
	1

	Sri Lanka
	2

	Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	1

	                                                   Total       132


  
  

