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Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
I can confirm that the information requested is held by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board. 

Your request and our response: 

I am writing to you under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to request the following information relating to the Computerised Tomography (CT) and Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) service at Ysbyty Glan Clwyd: 


1. Is any part of the CT and MRI services being outsourced to a private company?
Yes

2. Copy of successful tender? 
The tender for the framework agreement was undertaken by the Commercial Procurement Services Team at the Countess of Chester Hospital NHS Foundation Trust. 
3. Who is the current provider of services? 
Radiology Management Solutions (RMS) Ltd is the current provider of the services. 
4. Which framework was used to award the contract?
This was a direct award under the F026 radiology capacity management service framework agreement. 
5. Final pricing of successful bidder? 
** The information you are requesting is exempt from disclosure under section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

It is considered that the release of the requested information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB).  The release of such information is likely to deter a number of organisations from entering into contracts with the NHS. This will negatively affect the NHS in engaging in commercial Activity and carrying out its function of delivering effective health care provision to the public.

The Public Interest Test 
In considering the application of the section 43 exemption it is necessary to consider the balance of the public interest for and against disclosure.

Public Interest for disclosure
As the NHS is funded through public money it is especially important that its commissioning and spending activities are scrutinised and held to high account. Disclosure of the information would enable the public to see how much of taxpayers’ money is being spent. 

Public Interest against disclosure
It is not in the public interest for a national organisation such as the NHS to be prejudiced when engaging in commercial activity. Disclosure would lead to a risk of the NHS being unable to effectively commission services for patients.


The balance of the public interest
Whilst disclosure may give the public an insight in to how money is being spent on CT and MRI services, there are other avenues in which NHS spending is being scrutinised and made transparent, i.e. published budgets for general spending within the NHS. 

Therefore, in considering the balance it is considered that the public interest lies against disclosure.

6. Expiry date of the awarded contract? 
The framework agreement was renewed December 2023 and is due to expire on 21st January 2026 (with the option to extend for 2 x 12 month periods). 

7. Approximate date that the tender will be reissued towards the end of the current contract period? 
8. How many bidders submitted responses?
9. Name of all bidders who submitted responses? 
10. Rank of all bidders who submitted responses? 
Unfortunately, this is not information that is recorded within the Health Board, however under our obligation to advise and assist, we have provided the website link to the Countess of Chester Hospital NHS Foundation Trust.
Countess of Chester Hospital contact us (coch.nhs.uk)
 
  
  

