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Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
I can confirm that the information requested is held by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board. I have detailed below the information that is being released to you.  

Your request:

I refer you to a previous FOI attached 'details of Deaths that have occurred in Mental health Services 1st Jan 2018 to 31st July 2022

Can you please provide The reported NRI "Unexpected death of patient known to mental health services' & 'in patient Suicides" for that same period.

It would be helpful if the information could be split into West Central & East as per the previous FOI 'in patients' deaths and 2019/20 PTR annual Report extract Coroners Inquests.

Our response:

Prior to 2020, except for those patients we knew to have been on a palliative care pathway, every death of a person known to Mental Health Services was reported as a Nationally Reportable Incident (NRI).  From 23rd March 2020 the criteria for reporting the NRIs changed, so that deaths are only reported if they are considered to raise concerns regarding the care delivered by the Health Board.  The criteria for NRIs is defined in the NHS Wales National Policy on Patient Safety Incident Reporting and Management.  The decision to report as a NRI is made following scrutiny and discussion at the daily (Monday to Friday) Patient Safety Team meeting, attended by Quality and Safety leads, where all deaths are reviewed.  

As a result of this change in criteria, fewer incidents were reported after 23rd March 2020.  The table below shows the number of unexpected deaths, by area, of patients known to Mental Health Services that were reported as a NRI, between January 2018 and July 2022.
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Row Labels 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 (Jan-Jul) | Total

Central 55 35 52 3 0 145
East 53 60 88 3 3 207
West 27 36 37 3 1 104
Grand Total 135 131 177 9 4 456





To provide some further detail, on 1st April 2022 a new Datix Incident reporting system was introduced to Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board, and the table below shows the number of unexpected deaths, by area, of patients known to Mental Health Services, that were reported as an NRI between 1st April 2022 and 31st July 2022.

	
	Apr 2022 – Jul 2022

	Central
	0

	East
	1

	West
	1


We can confirm that of the inpatient deaths that have been to Inquest, none have been recorded as suicide by the HM Coroner for this time period.  

  
  

