[image: image1.jpg]Bwrdd lechyd Prifysgol
Betsi Cadwaladr
University Health Board








	Ein cyf / Our ref: 384/23/FOI 


	

	

	Dyddiad / Date: 14th November 2023 


Dear 
Further to your request for information dated 9th October 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. Please accept our sincere apologies for the delay. 
Your request and our response:
I would like to gather details regarding the use of Laborie’s Optilume® Urethral Drug Coated Balloon (DCB) technology within Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB). 
Cost and Usage:
1. How much has BCUHB spent on the Optilume® Urethral DCB technology in the last 12 months?
BCUHB has spent approximately £33,000 on Optilume Urethral DCB technology in the last 12 months. 
2. How many patients within BCUHB have had access to the Optilume® Urethral DCB treatment in the last 12 months?
25 patients in BCUHB have had access to the Optilume® Urethral DCB treatment in the last 12 months.

Clinical Benefits:
3. How does BCUHB evaluate the clinical benefits of the Optilume® Urethral DCB technology compared to the existing standard of care?
When introducing the treatment with Optilume Urethral DCB technology, BCUHB started an audit, initially looking at patient satisfaction and feasibility in an outpatient setting. Preliminary results have been presented at the International Continence Society (ICS) Vienna two years ago. BCUHB are now extending the audit by looking at treatment outcome over the past two years.

4. Are there any recorded clinical outcomes or patient feedback regarding the Optilume® Urethral DCB treatment within BCUHB?
BCUHB has feedback from patients in relation to Optilume Urethral DCB technology as part of the patient satisfaction audit.

Operational Impact:
5. Has the introduction of the Optilume® Urethral DCB technology impacted waiting times for the treatment of recurrent bulbar urethral strictures within BCUHB?
There has been a significant impact on waiting times, patients listed for the standard endoscopic urethrotomy are currently waiting in excess of three years even when listed as “urgent/P2”. Optilume Urethral DCB technology delivered in an outpatient setting can be arranged within 2 to 4 weeks and patients do not require hospitalisation or the need for a lengthy pre-operative assessment.
6. Are there any plans to expand or reduce the use of the Optilume® Urethral DCB technology within BCUHB in the foreseeable future?
BCUHB will continue to use Optilume Urethral DCB technology in cases where endoscopic treatment of bulbar urethral strictures is indicated.

Training and Adoption:
7. How many clinicians within BCUHB are trained to use the Optilume® Urethral DCB technology?
We currently have two consultants in Wrexham Maelor Hospital who use Optilume Urethral DCB technology. 
8. Are there any ongoing training programs or workshops related to the Optilume® Urethral DCB technology for clinicians within BCUHB?
There are no formal training arrangements, however BCUHB are currently training one of our senior nurse practitioners to lead the service and carry out treatments with minimal consultant supervision.











We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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