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Further to your request for information dated 18th September 2023, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
1. To what extent are the British Society of Gastroenterology (BSG) Inflammatory Bowel Disease colorectal cancer surveillance endoscopy recommendations been implemented in this Health Board?  If they are being partially implemented, please outline which areas are currently being met.
We adhere to the BSG guidelines across the Health board for colorectal cancer surveillance in IBD patients with colitis.  All have pancolonic dye spray with indigocarmine and the frequency of surveillance is requested as per BSG guidance.

2. What percentage of Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD) patients are currently overdue their surveillance endoscopy based on the timelines set out in the British Society of Gastroenterology consensus guidelines on the management of inflammatory bowel disease in adults (2019)? Please provide this information broken down by high risk, intermediate risk and lower risk as out in this same guidance

Centre Site (Conwy & Denbighshire)

High risk – 10% overdue of which 75 % booked or invited to make an appointment

Intermediate risk – 5% overdue, all of which are booked

Lower risk – 15% overdue, 15% of which are booked.
We are unable to provide this information for sites in the West (Gwynedd & Anglesey) and East (Wrexham & Flintshire) as we are able to quantify the numbers as the system does not capture the IBD patients specifically, this is something we are looking to improve.  

3. What plans are in place to manage the Inflammatory Bowel Disease colorectal cancer colonoscopy surveillance backlog in light of the COVID-19 pandemic?

We are working towards ensuring our waiting list is coded to indicate those patients who are on IBD surveillance which in turn allows the booking team to more easily identify those patients who are on this pathway, this is currently only done in Conwy & Denbighshire.  We are now in a position where our weekend teams are able to undertake procedures for the surveillance IBD patients and this has enabled us to facilitate more of the longest waiting/overdue cases and reduce the waiting time/backlog.  The number of overdue surveillance cases is reviewed and discussed on our weekly performance meeting.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


