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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 324/23/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 6th October 2023 


Further to your request for information dated 11th September 2023, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
Please note, this information is provided as of 17th September 2023.
1. As of today’s date how long is the waiting list for cataract surgery in the Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) area? 
Please refer to the table below. 

	Number of weeks wait
	0-25
	26-35
	36-51
	52-103
	104+

	Number of patients
	1311
	303
	449
	620
	159


2. How many people are waiting for cataract surgery in the BCUHB area? 
2842 patients are currently on the waiting list for cataract surgery.
3. What measures have the Health Board introduced to increase capacity to undertake cataract surgery and to reduce waiting lists?
The Health Board has developed an enhanced cataract referral system with Primary Care Opticians. This identifies those with the greatest need, and the most efficient pathway for their care, within 48 hours of referral. Additionally, this enables patients suitable for local anaesthetic surgery to be identified: with potential to reduce the number of hospital visits.

BCU commissioned cataract outsourcing for suitable ophthalmology patients which offered over 400 additional outpatients surgical appointments per month 

The Health Board has, and is continuing to, offer evening outpatient and surgical appointments to reduce waiting times.

BCUHB also delivers a pathway, which enables appropriate patients (>80%) to receive their post-operative review in their preferred optician practice, thus reducing hospital visits, and releasing capacity to reduce waiting times.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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