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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 323/23/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 5th October 2023 


Further to your request for information dated 7th September 2023, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
The Health Service Journal (HSJ) has reported that many NHS hospital buildings have been constructed with Reinforced Autoclaved Aerated Concrete (RAAC), which is in some cases reaching the end of safe use and causing danger to staff and patients. 
We have concerns regarding the safety of our members and the patients they serve, and would appreciate answers to the following: 
1. Where, if at all, has RAAC been identified within Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB)?
RAAC was identified within the Catering Facility at Bryn Y Neuadd Hospital, Llanfairfechan in December 2021. 
2. Where identified, has any assessment been made of RAAC structural strength? Please share these with us. 
The building and condition of the RAAC was assessed by a structural engineer which resulted in the building being deemed as unsafe for use and remains closed for public protection. The risk has been mitigated until the Health Board determines what to do with the property.
3. Have any risk assessments been completed in line with Regulation 3 of The Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999? Please share these with us. 
Due to the condition of the RAAC and a report provided by a structural engineer the building was put out of use, therefore a risk assessment was not completed. 
4. Who is the key officer or expert in BCUHB with whom we can further liaise directly about safety of the estate? 
Arwel Hughes 

Head of Operational Estates

5. Where RAAC has been identified, what mitigations have been made and proposed? Please share with us a timescale of completed and planned works. 
RAAC was identified with the Catering Facility at Bryn Y Neuadd, Llanfairfechan which resulted in the building being vacated in January 2022. The building has remained closed since then. 
6. Where RAAC has been identified, what are the plans for evacuation? Please include what the trigger point for evacuation would be, and how would doctors will be affected under these plans. 
The building was vacated and made safe, the catering facility was relocated to another location on the Bryn Y Neuadd site and a feasibility study is being undertaken to find a more permanent facility.

7. Are there, or may there be, circumstances of danger which may be reasonably believed to be serious and imminent? 
There are no circumstances of danger which may be believed to be serious and imminent. 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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