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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 171/23/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 2nd August 2023


Further to your request for information dated 05th July 2023, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
1. The numbers of patients who have been prescribed antidepressants in the following years after a phone consultation. 
2. The numbers of patients who have been prescribed antidepressants in the following years after one GP consultation regarding their mental health. 

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

This is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to determine the number of patients who have been prescribed antidepressants following either a phone call or a GP consultation. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate cost limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 424 hours to review each SARI antidepressant in 2023 alone. This figure is based on a timescale of 5 minutes per prescription, there currently being 5,098 dispensed items to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 424 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £10,600. 

Section 12 is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test.

3. Can I also confirm if there is a method by which the NHS tracks side effects experienced from use of these drugs? 

Antidepressants in this instance refers to any of the following classifications of drugs: SSRIs, SNRIs, NASSAs, TCAs, SARIs, MAOIs.

NHS Wales contributes and actively promotes for the reporting of any adverse effects from medicines via a national reporting tool, known as the ‘Yellow Card Scheme’.
The Medicine and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency’s (MHRA’s) Yellow Card Scheme is a proven highly effective mechanism for providing early signals of potentially serious but rare adverse effects associated with the use of medicines.  

Members of the public and clinicians can report suspected side effects from medicines, vaccines and medical devices through the Yellow Card Scheme. The scheme relies on voluntary reporting of problems to a healthcare product by the public (including patients, parents and carer givers) as well as from healthcare professionals.

The purpose of the Yellow Card scheme is to provide an early warning that the safety of a product may require more further investigation. The scheme helps the MHRA monitor the safety of all healthcare products in the UK to ensure they are acceptably safe for patients and users. Reports are used alongside other safety information and help the MHRA to take action if any trends associated to the safety or efficacy of a healthcare product are identified. The MHRA will review the issue and if necessary, take action to minimise risk and maximise benefit to the patients.


We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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