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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 146/23/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 9th October 2023 


Please accept my sincere apologies for the delay. Further to your request for information dated 23rd June 2023, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request:
Please provide the following information from 1st January 2018 - 31st December 2022.
1.  Autologous cell salvage equipment availability for the Vascular unit

2.  Number of elective open infra-renal (non-complex) AAA repairs performed each year 

3.  In whom, the number of patients who received red cell transfusions 

4.  The number of units transfused and phase in which the transfusion occurred

5.  The number of 30-day mortalities in those receiving a transfusion versus not

Our response: 
Please see document embedded below. 
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We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


We write to you under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to request the following information as a provider of arterial services. We are interested in transfusion practice around UK elective open AAA repair which is not captured or reflected in other publically available resource.  To accurately reflect contemporaneous practice, between the dates 01.01.2018 – 31.12.2022, we would be grateful if you could provide information on the following points with responses as set out in the table below:



· Autologous cell salvage equipment availability for the Vascular unit

· Number of elective open infra-renal (non-complex) AAA repairs performed each year

· In whom, the number of patients who received red cell transfusions

· The number of units transfused and phase in which the transfusion occurred

· And finally, the number of 30day mortalities in those receiving a transfusion versus not



Please provide the information in the below format:



[bookmark: _Hlk145335655]Unit access to autologous cell salvage		Yes (since year: Unknown) 



Autologous cell salvage is routinely available or used in elective open AAA repairs 

Yes (since year: Unknown)



		 

		2018

		2019

		2020

		2021

		2022



		Total number of elective infra-renal (non-complex) open AAA repairs 

		3

		8

		9

		10

		1



		Number of above repairs requiring red cell transfusion (i.e. non-autologous) 

		0

		3

		7

		2

		1



		Number of repairs requiring 3 or more units of red cell transfusion 

		0

		1

		2

		0

		0



		



		Number of patients who died within 30 days of surgery

		Patients receiving non-autologous red cell transfusion

		







In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.



[bookmark: _GoBack]The Health Board can confirm that we hold the details you requested however, the information is within the patients notes in paper format only and we have established that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff approximately 20 hours to locate, retrieve and review the notes of the total number of patients who received elective infra-renal open AAA repairs across 3 acute hospital sites to establish if they died within 30 days of surgery and of those patients requiring red cell transfusion, how many units were transfused. This figure is based on a timescale of 40 minutes per patient there being 31 to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 20 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £500.  As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test.











		

		

Total



		



		



		Of those patients requiring red cell transfusion, how many units were transfused:

		Pre-op

		Please see section 12 above. 



		

		Intra-op

		



		

		Post-op

		










