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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 131/23//FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 1st August 2023


Further to your request for information dated 15th June 2023, I am pleased to provide the following response. Please accept our sincere apologies for the delay. 
Your request and our response:
Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following information from your organisation:
 

For all responses, please provide figures for the last three reported years:

 

1. What is the average length of stay in hospital for an individual who arrives at hospital due to a suspected acute (combined or otherwise) drug intoxication and then subsequently dies, were the drugs they had taken before they arrive at hospital were acknowledged in the cause of death?
The Health Board does not hold the data in a format that would enable us to fully respond to your request to the level of detail required.  
As this is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to determine what categories of emergency treatment and in what proportions were received by patients admitted for acute drug intoxication and the outcome of their admittance. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 332 hours to locate and review all of the notes for patients who received emergency treatment across 3 acute hospital sites, from 1st January 2020 to 31st December 2022. This figure is based on a timescale of 5 minutes per record, there being 3,987 records to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 332 @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £8,300.

However, in accordance with the Health Board’s obligation to advise and assist we have included the table below. 
Provided in the table below is the average length of stay for patients with either intoxication or poisoning in their admitting episode codes who had the discharge method of patient died, however the cause of death does not necessarily correlate with the reason for admittance and could only be confirmed by reviewing each individuals death certificate. 
	Average length of stay (days)

	
	2020
	2021
	2022
	Total

	Intoxication 
	8
	3
	30
	11.4

	Poisoning  
	4.8
	3.9
	10.5
	10.8


2. What categories of emergency treatment, and in what proportions, are received in hospital by all those admitted for acute (combined and otherwise) drug intoxication?
3. What categories of emergency treatment, and in what proportions, are received in hospital by those admitted for acute (combined and otherwise) drug intoxication who are eventually discharged?
4. What categories of emergency treatment, and in what proportions, are received in hospital by those admitted for acute (combined and otherwise) drug intoxication which is eventually fatal?
Please refer to our response to question 1 above. 
5. What is the day rate for the following treatments:
Provided in the table below is the day rate for each of the treatments listed. 
	Treatment 
	Day rate 

	Acute drug intoxication – non elective short stay
	£652

	Acute drug intoxication – non-elective long stay
	£589

	Acute Combined drug intoxication – non elective short stay
	£726

	Acute combined drug intoxication – non elective long stay
	£877



We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


