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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 125/23/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 5th July 2023


Further to your request for information dated 13th June 2023, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
Following my previous response, FOI reference 066/23/FOI: 
1. I understand from the response that there are no "specific pathways" for Sjögren's syndrome. But are there any policies, procedures, guidance, memos, or other documents, which address (even if just briefly) Sjögren's? For example, I’m assuming Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) may have an autoimmune policy, and that this may have a small section on Sjögren's? 
There is no BCUHB specific pathway in relation to Sjögren's syndrome and similarly to other autoimmune conditions, clinical practice is based on national / international guidance and recommendations.
2. I’m not clear how the department (presumably rheumatology), has agreed standard management and investigation pathways for Sjögren's syndrome and how these have been taught to the whole department without these appearing in any health board documents?
The standard management and investigation pathways are based on Evidence-Based Medicine (EBM), and the department are guided by the national British Society for Rheumatology (BSR) and international European League Against Rheumatism (EULAR) and American College of Rheumatology (ACR) guidelines.
3. Could you provide copies of any BCUHB or constituent hospital documents (e.g. training invites/advertisements for, time-tables, agendas, materials etc) which evidence any staff being taught these Sjögren's syndrome management and investigation pathways that you refer to in the last 5 years?
According to good medical practice, as part of their Continuing Professional Development (CPD), clinicians have the duty to attend courses / training periodically. These courses / training include the diagnosis and management of connective tissue diseases such as Sjogren`s Syndrome. CPD is also covered annually in the appraisal process for each doctor. Weekly Multi-Disciplinary Team (MDT) rheumatology meetings are also a platform for education and discussion on this topic within the department. There are no BCUHB documents held in relation to staff being taught specifically about Sjögren's syndrome management. 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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