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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 090/23/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 8th June 2023


Further to your request for information dated 20th May 2023, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
1. Can you please send me the Board Paper that was presented to Private Board Meeting on 29th September 2022 in relation to Lightfoot Solutions. 
2. Can you please also send me the minutes of any discussion that took place at the meeting regarding the paper.
The information you are requesting is exempt from disclosure under section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA). This section of the Act sets out an exemption from the right to know if the release of the information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any person (a person may be an individual, a company, the public authority itself or any other legal entity).

This exemption was considered by the Health Board when deciding whether to release this information because it was felt that by doing so could be a significant risk in prejudicing the commercial interests of the company in question. As this is a qualified exemption the Health Board must carry out the public interest test in deciding whether to withhold or disclose the information.  

Public Interest for disclosure
The Health Board accepts that there is a public interest in ensuring openness and transparency and there is an interest in the public being aware of how much money is spent and the benefits derived from that expenditure.   

Public Interest against disclosure
The Health Board believes that disclosure of information in a manner which fails to protect the interests and relationships arising in a commercial context could have the effect of discouraging companies from dealing with the Health Board because of fears that the disclosure of information could damage them commercially.  In turn this could then jeopardise the Health Boards ability to compete fairly and pursue its function to bring forward development in the area and obtain value for money.   

The balance of the public interest
Whilst disclosure may give the public an insight in to how money is being spent, there are other ways in which NHS spending is being scrutinised and made transparent, i.e. published budgets for general spending within the NHS.

Therefore, it is considered that the public interest lies against disclosure.
However under our duty to advise and assist please find below a link to a previous request in regards to the Lightfoot contract:
https://bcuhb.nhs.wales/about-us/information-request/foi-disclosure-log-202324/061-23-foi-final-response-doc/

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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