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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 072/23/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 5th June 2023


Further to your request for information dated 11th May 2023, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
Please include information on Esketamine prescribed, including prescriptions under special licence. Timeframe for all questions is 1st January 2022 to 31st December 2022. Except question 7 which would be 1st January 2021 to 31st December 2022 and 1st January 2022 to 31st December 2022? 

1. When did Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) first start prescribing Ketamine/Esketamine for treating depression?
The use of ketamine and esketamine for treating depression is not approved for routine use within BCUHB. The Health Board have however received Individual Patient Funding Requests (IPFRs) from clinicians, requesting approval for the treatment of individual patients with ketamine/esketamine for depression. The earliest recorded IPFR was submitted in March 2013 (records beginning December 2012). 

2. In total, how many patients have been prescribed Ketamine/ Esketamine for depression?
3. In total, how many patients currently have ongoing prescribed Ketamine/Esketamine treatment for depression?

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

This is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles. Therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to establish where the treatments have been issued for depression. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate cost limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 72 hours to review each patient notes for those patients who have been issued the treatment. This figure is based on a timescale of 5 minutes per patient notes, there currently being 864 patient notes to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 72 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £1,800. 

Section 12 is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test.
4. In total, what have the monetary costs been to BCUHB for Ketamine/Esketamine prescriptions for depression?

This data is not held by condition and we are therefore unable to provide the cost for ketamine and esketamine prescriptions for depression. 

However, under our obligation to advise and assist we can provide that the total cost for ketamine and esketamine is £128,167.30
5. How many patients have made a full recovery after Ketamine/Esketamine treatment and required no further Ketamine/Esketamine treatment for depression?

6. How many patients have received Ketamine/Esketamine treatment for depression for over one year?

7. How many patients have received Ketamine/Esketamine treatment for depression for over two years?

Please refer to response for questions 2 and 3. 

8. In total, how much did Ketamine/Esketamine prescriptions for depression cost BCUHB from 1st January 2022 to 31st December 2022?
Please refer to response for question 4. 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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