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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 059/23/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 17th May 2023


Further to your request for information dated 3rd May 2023, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
Please provide the following information for Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) for the financial years 2022/23 and 2023/24.
1. Who does the Health Board contract with to provide ophthalmology services and what contracting mechanism is used? 

The outsourcing Ophthalmology contract is with Spamedica Ltd. This went through a formal tender exercise in 2021 in line with the All Wales Insourcing/Outsourcing Framework. 
2. What sub-specialities are outsourced via such contracts? 

Cataracts and Yttrium Aluminium Garnett (YAG) Laser.
3. What volumes, in £ per month, are outsourced for ophthalmology services? 

** The information you are requesting is exempt from disclosure under section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

It is considered that the release of the requested information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB).  The Health Board believes that disclosure of information in a manner which fails to protect the interests and relationships arising in a commercial context could have the effect of discouraging companies from dealing with the Health Board because of fears that the disclosure of information could damage them commercially.  In turn this could then jeopardise the Health Boards ability to compete fairly and pursue its function to bring forward development in the area and obtain value for money.


The Public Interest Test 
In considering the application of the section 43 exemption it is necessary to consider the balance of the public interest for and against disclosure.

Public Interest for disclosure
As the NHS is funded through public money it is especially important that its commissioning and spending activities are scrutinised and held to high account. Disclosure of the information would enable the public to see how much of taxpayers’ money is being spent.

Public Interest against disclosure
It is not in the public interest for a national organisation such as the NHS to be prejudiced when engaging in commercial activity. Disclosure would lead to a risk of the NHS being unable to effectively commission services for patients. The current service is only outsourced to one organisation, if we were to publish this information it would give an unfair advantage to competitors for any future tender exercises.

The balance of the public interest
Whilst disclosure may give the public an insight in to how money is being spent on Ophthalmology services, there are other avenues in which NHS spending is being scrutinised and made transparent, i.e. published budgets for general spending within the NHS. 

Therefore, in considering the balance it is considered that the public interest lies against disclosure.
4. Does the Health Board currently insource any ophthalmology service provision? If yes which companies provide this resource?

Yes, SHS Ltd were awarded a mixed insourcing contract which included ophthalmology in November 2022. Please note, that there has been no activity for ophthalmology under this contract to date.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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