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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 056/23/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 17th May 2023


Further to your request for information dated 2nd May 2023, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
1. Please provide the number of patients treated in the rheumatology departments within Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) - for any condition - in the last 3 months with the following drugs.

Please refer to the table below which provides figures from 10th February 2023 – 10th May 2023.

Please note that these patients have had treatment booked out to them under a rheumatology cost code. Where a locum cost code has been used, it is not possible to determine which specialty the patient has been treated under.
 

	Drug Name
	Number of patients treated

	Abatacept [Orencia]
	33

	Adalimumab [Humira]
	35

	Adalimumab Biosimilars
	374

	Apremilast [Otezla]
	2

	Baricitinib [Olumiant]
	75

	Certolizumab [Cimzia]
	43

	Etanercept [Enbrel]
	8

	Etanercept Biosimilars
	233

	Filgotinib [Jyseleca]
	55

	Golimumab [Simponi]
	23

	Guselkumab [Tremfya]
	7

	Infliximab [Remicade]
	0

	Infliximab Biosimilars
	14

	Ixekizumab [Taltz]
	21

	Risankizumab [Skyrizi]
	0

	Rituximab [MabThera]
	0

	Rituximab Biosimilars
	11

	Sarilumab [Kevzara]
	14

	Secukinumab [Cosentyx]
	75

	Tocilizumab [Ro Actemra]
	68

	Tofacitinib [Xeljanz]
	11

	Upadacitinib [Rinvoq]
	35

	Ustekinumab [Stelara]
	3


2. Please provide the numbers of patients treated for Axial Spondyloarthritis only, within BCUHB, in the last 3 months with the following drugs: 

 

· Adalimumab [Humira] 
· Adalimumab Biosimilars
· Certolizumab [Cimzia] 
· Etanercept [Enbrel] 
· Etanercept Biosimilars 
· Golimumab [Simponi] 
· Infliximab [Remicade] 
· Infliximab Biosimilars 
· Ixekizumab [Taltz] 
· Secukinumab [Cosentyx]
· Tofacitinib [Xeljanz]
· Upadacitinib [Rinvoq]
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.
The Health Board does not hold the data in a format that would enable us to respond to your request to the level of detail required. As this is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to collate this data.  From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff approximately 95 hours to locate and review the notes of those patients referred to in question 1 above, to establish if any of those patients had been treated with the specific drugs mentioned. This figure is based on a timescale of 5 minutes per set of patient notes. Therefore, obtaining the data would work out at approximately 95 hours x £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £2,375.

As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test.
If 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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