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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 051/23/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 30th May 2023


Further to your request for information dated 28th April 2023, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
1. The number of patients within the Health Board who were diagnosed with Barrett’s Oesophagus within each calendar year 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022.

The Health Board does not hold diagnosis dates in the datasets used, however please find the table below the number of individual patients discharged from BCUHB with the appropriate ICD-10 diagnosis code. We have counted their first discharge within the date range requested:
	Year
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	Grand Total

	Total
	1118
	1055
	532
	610
	689
	4004


Please note:

Data includes:

· All patients discharged from BCUHB for the time frame requested with the ICD-10 diagnosis code of: *K227* - Barrett oesophagus, in any diagnosis code position. 
· Last episode in spell; 1, for discharging episode. 
· Then sorted by CRN and discharge date and removed duplicates. 
· Then repeated with the additional cancer diagnosis codes of: *C15*: Malignant neoplasm of oesophagus or *C160* - Malignant neoplasm of cardia of stomach and again sorted and removed duplicates to leave just total individual patients count.
2. The number of patients with Barret’s Oesophagus undergoing active surveillance via endoscopy within each calendar year 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022.
3. The average length of time between surveillance appointments for Barrett’s oesophagus patients over the last 5 years within the health board.

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

This is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles for all areas under the remit of Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB). Therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to determine the number of patients undergoing active surveillance and the average wait time. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate cost limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 333 hours to review each patient record for Barrett’s oesophagus patients. This figure is based on a timescale of 5 minutes per patient referral, there currently being 4,004 patient records to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 333 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £8,325. 

Section 12 is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test.
4. The number of Barrett’s Oesophagus patients who were diagnosed with oesophageal cancer within each calendar year 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022.

The below table details the number of individual patients discharged from BCUHB with the appropriate ICD-10 diagnosis code.  We have counted their first discharge within the date range requested:

	Year
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	Grand Total

	Total
	35
	30
	22
	22
	27
	136



We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


