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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 033/23/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 27th April 2023


Further to your request for information dated 17th April 2023, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request:
I would like the following information to be provided to me in a table format on a searchable document or spreadsheet.
1. Does the Health Board use dogs for any therapeutic or medicinal purposes (e.g. PAT/autism/epilepsy/diabetes assistance) within your hospitals or for patients at home?
2. If so, are these dogs engaged as part of the NHS or through an external organisation such as Support Dogs charity?
3. Please could you specify how many dogs have been engaged for each of the last ten calendar years (2012 to 2022), broken down by purpose. (e.g. PAT/ Autism/ epilepsy/ diabetes assistance)
4. Please list the main breeds used with the most commonly used breeds first.
5. How many full time members of staff (trainers, handlers, officers etc.) worked with these dogs for each of the years in the same period?
6. What was the Health Boards total budget for each of these years and how much was allocated to the dog unit?
Our response:

The Health Board does not record specific information relating to the use of dogs for therapeutic or medicinal purposes.  However, under the Health Board’s obligation to advise and assist, we can advise that there have been previous occasions and sessions where ‘Pets as Therapy’ have visited patients in various wards within acute hospitals, community hospitals, and some of the specialist units, for example the Hergest Unit in Bangor, and Deeside Community Hospital.  

Visits were supported by an Activity Support Worker, and during each visit the dog was accompanied by its owner.  These visits were managed through the charity “Therapy Dogs Nationwide”, and risk assessments were undertaken for each occasion to ensure that the dogs were trained and vetted via the charity.    

Whilst there is no over-arching database of volunteering activity at BCUHB at present, work is currently in progress to identify what is taking place which will hopefully improve the recording of voluntary therapy information moving forward.
There is no dedicated budget allocated for the use of Pets as Therapy.

We have provided below website links to services historically used by the Health Board: 

· Pets As Therapy
· TDN.ORG.UK

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


