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	Dyddiad / Date: 5th May 2023 


Please accept my sincere apologies for the delay. Further to your request for information dated 29th March 2023, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
1. The current waiting time (in weeks) for children referred for an assessment for autism as of Monday, 29 March 2023.
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.
This is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles for all areas under the remit of Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB). Therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to determine the wait time for children who have been referred for an assessment for Autism Spectrum Disorder. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate cost limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 261 hours to review each referral for those patients who are currently on the Neurodevelopment waiting list. This figure is based on a timescale of 5 minutes per patient referral, there currently being 3,138 patient referrals to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 261 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £6,525. 

Section 12 is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test.
2. The current waiting time (in weeks) for adults referred for an assessment for autism as of Monday, 29 March 2023.
BCUHB does not hold this information as all adults within North Wales are referred to the Integrated Autism Service, which is hosted by the Welsh Local Government Association (WLGA), and works in partnership with Public Health Wales (PHW). Under our duty to advise and assist, we have included their website link below. 

North Wales - Awtistiaeth Cymru | Autism Wales | National Autism Team
3. The current waiting time (in weeks) for children referred for an assessment for Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) as of Monday, 29 March 2023.
Please see above exemption for question 1. 
4. The current waiting time (in weeks) for adults referred for an assessment for ADHD as of Monday, 29 March 2023.
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.
This is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles or holds consistently for all areas under the remit of BCUHB. Therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to determine the wait time for each adult that has been referred for an assessment for ADHD. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate cost limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 33 hours to review each referral for those patients who are currently on the waiting list within Conwy Community Mental Health team alone. This figure is based on a timescale of 5 minutes per patient referral, there currently being 398 patient referrals to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 33 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £830. 

Section 12 is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test.
However, under our duty to advise and assist, please see below the current wait time for the areas that have this information recorded. 

Denbighshire
6 - 8 weeks. 

Flintshire

18 - 24 weeks 

Wrexham

16 – 52 weeks

5. Does your health board have a specialist budget allocated for the following conditions:
- Autism, or Autism Spectrum Conditions
- ADHD: Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, or ADD: Attention Deficit Disorder
- Dyscalculia
- Dyslexia
- Dyspraxia, or Developmental Coordination Disorder (DCD)
- Tourette's Syndrome
No, the budget is not allocated to that level of detail. However, there is a total budget of £652,000 for the Integrated Autism Service, as part of the Regional Integration Fund (RIF).
6. If yes to question 5, how much of your budget is allocated to each of the above for 2023.
Not Applicable.


We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


