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Further to your request for information dated 16th March 2023, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
The increase in Gynaecology waiting lists across the health boards in. As you will know, surgical waiting lists across the country have increased significantly since the start of the COVID pandemic, with women's health disproportionately affected. Figures show in increase in Gynaecology waiting times exceeding that of other specialities (time from listing for surgery to receiving operation). 

1. Could you please tell us what plans are in place to increase Gynaecology operating list provision to address the disproportionate impact this pandemic has had on women and their health.
Please see below our current plans and ongoing work to increase gynaecology operating list provision, in order to address the disproportionate impact the pandemic has had on women and their health:

• Women’s Services has adopted a Pan-North Wales approach to ensure equitable access for patients. In essence this gives patients the option of transferring their care to another hospital in BCUHB in order for them to be seen sooner than their wait at their current hospital

• The Service is engaged with the Welsh Government Funded Gynaecology Getting it Right First Time (GIRFT) programme which is designed to improve the treatment and care of patients. Following an in-depth review of the Service a report with a series of recommendation was received in October 2022. The Service is currently implementing those recommendations. This will include a review of current pathways with input from Primary Care, a review of Theatre utilisation to ensure sessions are utilised effectively.

• BCUHB currently have an external insourcing provider, initially assisting with first outpatient appointments and to shortly be expanded to include Day Case procedures. (Please note this is not exclusive to Gynaecology and forms part of a Health Board wide contract)

• Where possible, additional clinics and activity are arranged (Waiting List Initiatives – WLI) across all three sites at weekends. Please note both WLI and Insourcing activity are funding dependent.

• Clinical and Administrative Validation of waiting lists are being progressed regularly

• Work is progressing to standardise the use of See on Symptoms (SoS) and Patient Initiated Follow-up (PiFU) within the Service

• The Service maintains an ongoing focus on recruitment to ensure full medical and operational establishment across all three sites


We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


