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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 631/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 20th April 2023


Please accept my sincere apologies for the delay. Further to your request for information dated 3rd March 2023, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
Could you please share with me the floor plans of the emergency departments of your hospitals? 
We are exempting this information under Section 31 of the FOIA (Law Enforcement), and Section 38 of the FOIA (Health & Safety). Section 31(1)(a) states that information is exempt if its disclosure would, or be likely to, prejudice the prevention or detection of crime, while Section 38(1)(b) states that information is exempt if its disclosure would, or  be likely to, endanger the safety of any individual. 
Sections 38 and 31 are qualified exemptions, therefore the public interest in withholding the information should outweigh the public interest in its disclosure. The Health Board has applied the public interest test and believes that disclosure of this information could lead to breaches in the organisation’s security, and is therefore a reasonable threat to the safety of individuals. There is a strong public interest in ensuring service users and employees are protected at all times. We consider that if the data you have requested were to be combined with other information, which may be available in the public domain, it is likely that there would be an increased risk to the health and safety of Health Board employees and service users.
Public Interest Test

To use this exemption, we are required to undertake a public interest test. The matters which were considered in applying the public interest test are as follows:

Factors in favour of disclosure:

• Disclosure of the data supports the general public interest in the transparency, accountability, and general understanding of the delivery of public services.

Factors in favour of withholding:

• Potential breaches in Health board security which may threaten public safety.
There is a strong public interest in protecting the safety of patients and members of staff and of ensuring that services can be provided without increasing the possibility of attack. For these reasons, the Health board has decided that it is in the public interest to withhold this information at this time.


We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


