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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 602/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 17th March 2023


Further to your request for information dated 15th February 2023, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
In relation to the Porthmadog GP branch surgery Hwb Eifionydd, please provide the following:

1. How long is the lease that Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) has on the Health Centre building?
Can the owners give notice and if so, how long is the minimum notice?

BCUHB took a 12 year lease on the Health Centre building in 2018, and therefore has a lease in place until 2030. Under the terms of the lease, the landlord has no provision to serve notice on the Health Board.

2. How long is the lease that BCUHB has on the former Dr Donnelly building? 

The surgery relinquished the lease on this building some years ago; BCUHB have a current lease in place until 31st March 2023 for the use of midwifery services during Covid, and this will not be extended.
3. Has BCUHB yet produced a brief for its requirements in seeking a new surgery building?  If so, can we have a copy? 

Requirements have not yet been finalised, we are therefore unable to provide a copy.
4. Is BCUHB considering using part of Ysbyty Alltwen as its new GP surgery site? 

All potential sites will be considered as part of the options appraisal.
5. Has the Cluster produced any guidance or direction in respect of healthcare services delivered in Porthmadog? 

No guidance or direction has been produced by the cluster in respect of the services in Porthmadog.
6. Can Porthmadog patients’ self-refer directly to the Urgent Primary Care Service when it is actually available in Ysbyty Alltwen as a sensible alternative to the difficulty of travelling to Criccieth? 

Not at present, although access methods are being considered as part of an overall review of Urgent Primary Care Services.
7. How many GP half days per week are to be provided at Porthmadog surgery and what other services are to be provided there (please list) and how frequently? 

The surgery should be offering full time hours with GP access (10 half days per week). We are aware of occasions when this has not been possible due to staff sickness, but this would be an exceptional circumstance. 

Services currently provided at both Criccieth and Porthmadog surgeries are:

· Family Planning

· Ante-Natal Care

· Asthma Care

· Diabetic Screening

· Coronary Heart Disease & Life Style Care

· Ear Care

· Well Women & HRT Care
· Child Health & Immunisations
· Travel Clinics
Section 16 of the Freedom of Information Act places a duty on the Health Board to offer advice and assistance, therefore we have included a link to the practice website as the frequency of services is variable and an up-to-date list is maintained on the practice website. 
https://111.wales.nhs.uk/localservices/ViewLocalService.aspx?id=5142&s=GPs
8. What arrangements are there for improving the bus services to enable people to get to Criccieth surgery while BCUHB struggles to provide a health service in Porthmadog? 

No transport issues have been raised with the Health Board to date. We remain committed to providing a full service at Porthmadog surgery. However, transport provision is not currently within the Health Board’s remit and would sit with the Local authorities, under our duty to advise and assist please find below a link to Gwynedd councils transport web page:

https://www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Residents/Parking-roads-and-travel/Parking-roads-and-travel.aspx

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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