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Further to your request for information dated 30th January 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
Who makes the decisions to put people on ventilators? Particularly in relation to COVID-19. 
All admissions to critical care and initiation of invasive ventilation are done so on a clinical need basis, following a detailed assessment of the benefits to that individual patient as per our usual standard clinical and professional practice. Decision-making is a consultant-led process, with at least one consultant in intensive care involved in every decision. These consultants are the senior doctors responsible for the care of all patients on the Intensive Care Unit (ICU).
These decisions will form part of a best interests decision-making process. Consideration is given to both the patient's clinical and physiological condition, alongside the patient's wishes and feelings in conjunction with the Mental Capacity Act 2005. This is in line with standard clinical and professional practice.
In terms of patients with COVID-19, these decisions are also discussed with consultants in respiratory medicine, however the final decision rests with the Intensive Therapy Unit (ITU) Consultants. If necessary, then an ITU consultant will sometimes discuss with a second ITU colleague to confirm agreement with any decision as to whether a patient would or would not benefit from treatment with a ventilator. 


We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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