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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 530/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 15th February 2023


Further to your request for information dated 18th January 2023, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
Please provide details of the contract awarded to Healios by BCUHB, including:
1. The value of the contract 
With the extension to the 31st March 2023 the total anticipated spend over the lifetime of this contract is anticipated to be £5m in total.
2. The duration of the contract including start and end date.
The contract was awarded in November 2020 for a 4 month period until 31st March 2021, however due to mobilisation delays experienced during the pandemic two 1 year extension periods have been applied, with the contract due to end on the 31st March 2023.
3. The service level agreement including timescales for completing each referral and assessment.
This information is exempt under the FOI Act (Section 43) Commercial Interests.  This section of the Act sets out an exemption from the right to know if:

· the information requested is a trade secret, or

· release of the information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any person. (A person may be an individual, a company, the public authority itself or any other legal entity).

This exemption was considered by the Health Board when deciding whether to release this information because it was felt that in doing so it could be a significant risk in prejudicing the commercial interests of the company in question.  As this is a qualified exemption the Health Board must carry out the public interest test in deciding whether it is in the public interest to withhold or disclose the information.  

The Health Board accepts that there is a public interest in ensuring openness and transparency and there is an interest in the public being aware of how much money is spent and the benefits derived from that expenditure.  However, the Health Board believes that disclosure of information in a manner which fails to protect the interests and relationships arising in a commercial context could have the effect of discouraging companies from dealing with the Health Board because of fears that the disclosure of information could damage them commercially.  In turn this could then jeopardise the Health Boards ability to compete fairly and pursue its function to bring forward development in the area and obtain value for money, we are seeking ministerial approval to go out to tender, with a view to going out to tender as soon as authority is granted within the next few months.   It was therefore decided that it was not in the public interest to disclose this information.
However under our duty to advise and assist, we can confirm that the average timescale from start of assessment to completion was 12 weeks with Healios.
4. Performance monitoring and reporting mechanisms and frequency and details of how the contract has performed since it began.

Within the terms of the contract formal review meetings are undertaken monthly and more frequently if required. 

5. How many referrals have been made since the contract was awarded.

6. How many assessments have started since the contract was awarded.
7. How many assessments have been completed and returned to BCUHB.
This information is exempt under the FOI Act (Section 43) Commercial Interests.  This section of the Act sets out an exemption from the right to know if:

· the information requested is a trade secret, or

· release of the information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any person. (A person may be an individual, a company, the public authority itself or any other legal entity).

This exemption was considered by the Health Board when deciding whether to release this information because it was felt that in doing so it could be a significant risk in prejudicing the commercial interests of the company in question.  As this is a qualified exemption the Health Board must carry out the public interest test in deciding whether it is in the public interest to withhold or disclose the information.  

The Health Board accepts that there is a public interest in ensuring openness and transparency and there is an interest in the public being aware of how much money is spent and the benefits derived from that expenditure.  However, the Health Board believes that disclosure of information in a manner which fails to protect the interests and relationships arising in a commercial context could have the effect of discouraging companies from dealing with the Health Board because of fears that the disclosure of information could damage them commercially.  In turn this could then jeopardise the Health Boards ability to compete fairly and pursue its function to bring forward development in the area and obtain value for money, we are seeking ministerial approval to go out to tender, with a view to going out to tender as soon as authority is granted within the next few months. It was therefore decided that it was not in the public interest to disclose this information.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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