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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 475/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 16th January 2023


Further to your request for information dated 21st December 2022 I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request and our response:
Please can you provide me with the following information for the (calendar) years:
i) 2017

ii) 2018

iii) 2019

iv) 2020

v) 2021

vi) 2022 

*If possible, can an age or age range be provided for each?

1) The number of persons who visited A&E in your board (Betsi Cadwaladr University Local Health Board) for injuries caused by dog bites or attacks?
2) How many persons required inpatient treatment for injuries caused by dog bites or attacks?
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3) How many persons required surgery for injuries caused by dog bites or attacks?
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.
The Health Board does not hold the data in a format that would enable us to fully respond to your request to the level of detail required.  As the Health Board does not have a full Electronic Document Record Management System (EDRMS), the only way we could identify the information is to conduct a patient care note review.
As this is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to collate this data.  From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This is currently £450.  In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 753 hours to locate and review patient paper records across the Health Board. This figure is based on a timescale of 15 minutes per record, there being 3,012 records to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 753 @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £18,825.00.

4) How many persons suffered fatal injuries caused by dog bites or attacks?

The Health Board are unable to confirm whether the death of the patient was as a result of the dog bite or attack and therefore cannot respond to this question.  The cause of death can only be determined by the Coroner and this information is not always shared with the Health Board or retained within the health record.  


We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg
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		FOI 457-22

		1st January 2017 to 31st December 2022

		Please can you provide me with the following information for the (calendar) years:

		i)2017 ii) 2018 iii) 2019 iv) 2020 v) 2021 vi) 2022

		*If possible, can an age or age range be provided for each?

		1)      The number of persons who visited A&E in your board (Betsi Cadwaladr University Local Health Board) for injuries caused by dog bites or attacks?

		2)      How many persons required inpatient treatment for injuries caused by dog bites or attacks?

		Age Band		Outcome of ED attendance		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022		Grand Total

		Under 18		Admitted		3		4		6		4		2		12		31

				Other		99		107		106		97		84		122		615

		18 - 65		Admitted		11		11		15		13		9		22		81

				Other		239		229		265		200		254		409		1596

		66 and older		Admitted		2		5		4		3		248		11		273

				Other		54		66		53		46		90		107		416

		Grand Total				408		422		449		363		687		683		3012

		The above table is the number of attendances at our 3 ED's with the presenting complaint of dog bite. Those admitted are detailed in the above table.



&LData Source: Data Warehouse &D&C
&R&F Information Department




