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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 471/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 20th January 2023


Further to your request for information dated 19th December 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
 
Please can you provide me with the below information for adult and children services separately, for the last 5 years.
1. What Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) services are available in the Health Board?
Adults:

Adults with ADHD are assessed by the Community Mental Health Team Psychiatrists, or by the Integrated Autism Service. 

Childrens:
Neurodevelopmental Service, which provides ADHD/Autism assessment/intervention for Children up to 17.5 years. 

2. How many people are on the waiting list to be diagnosed with ADHD?

Adults:

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

This is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles or holds in a centralised location and easily accessible. Therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to determine the number of referrals received and if they are currently waiting to be diagnosed with ADHD. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 924 hours to locate and review patient notes held across 3 acute hospital sites. This figure is based on a timescale of 5 minutes per patient record, there being 11,089 patient records to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 924 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £23,100. 

Childrens:
BCUHB do not hold separate waiting lists for ADHD assessments, our total waiting list for ADHD/Autism (ASD) assessments at November 2022 is 2645, with 1669 children waiting over 26 weeks.  
3. How is the demand for services being dealt with?
In October 2022, Welsh Government produced a report into the Review, Demand, Capacity and Design of Neurodevelopment Services which highlights the increase in demand for ADHD/ASD assessment.  This increase is outweighing the capacity to deliver a timely service across Wales.  In response to this report Welsh Government have now commenced a Neurodevelopment Improvement Programme and BCUHB is actively engaged with this work.

In addition, we are commencing a transformational programme of work with our teams, to review our service models and delivery in order to future proof the services, this work will take place over the next 2-5 years.   In the meantime, and whilst this work takes place, we are likely to continue our reliance on external providers to increase our capacity to meet demand.

4. Have you had any complaints about insufficient services in relation to ADHD diagnosis and support?
From January 2018 to December 2022, there have been 9 complaints within children’s services and 7 complaints within adult’s services with regards to ADHD diagnosis and support. 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


