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Further to your request for information dated 10th December 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
Since the outbreak of covid-19 in the UK in 2019, General Practitioners (GPs) within the Arfon area are refusing to refer patients for respiratory investigation at secondary care level for spirometry diagnostics to determine adult-onset asthma / chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) / other respiratory disorders citing that spirometry testing is unavailable at secondary care level.

When precisely will spirometry testing be started within secondary care at the principal sites of Ysbyty Gwynedd, Ysbyty Glan Clwyd and Wrexham Maelor Hospital?
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) did not stop conducting spirometry testing across the three main sites during the pandemic. Ysbyty Glan Clwyd did however cancel all patients for 1 week at the start of the pandemic.  All tests were performed on a triage basis. i.e. where tests were needed due to clinical urgency. They went ahead with the required level of PPE at the time and with the required amount of time between the tests to allow for adequate air change of the room, as recommended nationally by the Association for Respiratory Technology and Physiology (ARTP), and other professional groups at that time.  This approach reduced our capacity for testing, but this was to protect our patients and our staff and ensure the service could continue in some capacity in accordance with ARTP national guidelines for quality assured spirometry.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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