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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 440/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 21st December 2022 


Further to your request for information dated 6th December 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request: 
I am looking to find out if a recent treatment with a new National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) appraisal is then added to local hospital formularies within North Wales and Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB). I am aware Wales follow All Wales Medicines Strategy Group (AWMSG) and the technology appraisal has been reviewed and updated, however I am unable to locate on formulary or locate any clinical pathway or guidelines for psoriatic arthritis. Please can you advise the process for updating formularies?

Our response:
When new technology appraisals/AWMSG recommendations are published, the relevant clinical team are requested to complete an implementation form, indicating how the treatment would be used alongside any other treatment options, anticipated patient numbers etc. Until there has been opportunity for the team to complete that assessment, drugs are given a ‘purple’ formulary status in BCUHB, i.e. available following submission of a request for an individual patient. 
Treatments in BCUHB which have a ‘purple’ formulary status do not go through the individual patient funding request (IPFR) process, the funding is already agreed with these being NICE/AWMSG approved medicines. The purple approval form only requests basic patient information to ensure alignment with NICE/AWMSG recommendations until this is presented in the clinical team’s implementation form. 
If a technology appraisal is revised then whether or not the Blue, Red, Amber, Green (BRAG) status is amended depends on the nature of the change e.g. if the change broadens the intended treatment population significantly then an implementation form may be requested to determine the implications of that for the Health Board. 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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