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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 433/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date:  30th December 2022


Further to your request for information dated 2nd December 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response.
Your request and our response:
1. Why are BCUHB's percentages higher than those for All Wales? There is a problem nationally what is the reason for this? If you are unable to answer this question, please forward it to PHW for a response.
Since 2011, waiting lists across the UK have grown exponentially due to multiple factors including real term funding constraints, staff shortages and rising demand upon services. In recent years these issues have been exacerbated by the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. BCUHB is the largest of the Health Boards in Wales, serving a population of almost 700,000 people. By default, therefore it has the largest waiting list in Wales at approximately 178,000.  Different stages in the pathways bring different issues. For stage one (initial outpatient appointments) whilst we have introduced virtual appointments where appropriate, capacity has been limited due to continued social distancing rules. With regards diagnostics, demand is higher than it has ever been before and, in the main, we are meeting that demand. Whilst the number of over 8-week breaches is falling, there remains a backlog. Delays in diagnostics is one of the bottlenecks on the pathway and can lead to delays in getting to stage 4. For stage 4 inpatient treatment, demand on beds is very high, with emergency care busier than ever, impacting upon planned care capacity.
However, since the beginning of November 2022, there has been a consistent reduction in the size of the waiting list and the number of patients waiting over 52 weeks (Stage One) or over 104 Weeks (all stages) as we strive to clear the backlog caused by the pandemic. Furthermore, due to our focus upon clinically urgent or urgent suspected cancer pathway patients, BCU is consistently the best or one of the best performing health boards in Wales when it comes to performance against the 62 Day suspected Cancer Pathway.


We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


