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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 431/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date:  17th March 2023


Further to your request for information dated 1st December 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response.
Your request and our response:
Please find attached a Freedom of Information request concerning the deaths of patients detained under the Mental Health Act 1983. 
You further clarified on the 10th February 2023, that your request concerns individuals not detained under the MHA rather than those detained under it. I am therefore looking for information on the deaths of  "voluntary" or "informal patients" in inpatient mental health units
Please find below the number of deaths of informal patients on inpatient mental health and learning disability wards:

	Year
	Total

	2012/13
	0

	2013/14
	5

	2014/15
	0

	2015/16
	<5

	2016/17
	<5

	2017/18
	0

	2018/19
	<5

	2019/20
	0

	2020/21
	10

	2021/22
	7


We have provided the data using ‘less than 5’ due to the low numbers involved.  If we were to release the exact figures for the criteria specified, they could be linked with other information available in the public domain, thus potentially risking identification of individuals.

In regards to the remainder of your request, in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

The Health Board can confirm that we hold the level of detail you requested however the ethnicity of a patient is not a mandated field to record electronically and this is only held in paper format only, and we have established that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff approximately 26 hours to locate and review the notes of the above 26 patients referred to in question 1 which are currently stored in off-site storage which would also incur a charge to the Health Board retrieving these notes. This figure is based on a timescale of 1 hour per patient. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 26 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £650. As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test.
	I can confirm that there is no record of deaths of children detained under the Mental Health Act 1983.


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


