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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 398/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 2nd December 2022


Further to your request for information dated 14th November 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
Please may your Health Board provide the number of 0-10 year old’s taking antidepressants, including 10-years old’s and the number of 10-19 year-olds taking antidepressants. 
Can these statistics be broken down year by year from the year 2010 until November 2022 please?

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

This is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles or holds consistently for all areas under the remit of Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB). The system does not provide patient level data therefore it isn’t possible to determine how many patients these issues equate to (e.g. a patient may receive a prescription every month [12 issues per annum] or every 3 months [4 issues per annum]. A patient may be on a combination of antidepressant treatments, or multiple strengths of an antidepressant which would count as multiple items per patient). The system does not distinguish items by patient age, therefore these figures are for the entire population age range. It also does not record treatment indication therefore some of these items may have been issued for indications other than depression e.g. for neuropathic pain or panic disorder. Therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to determine information requested. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate cost limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 79,000 hours to review each issue of the medication prescribed for 2022/23 year to date alone. This figure is based on a timescale of 5 minutes per prescription issued, there currently being 948,475 patients issued an anti-depressant in 2022/23 to date (17th November 2022). Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 79,000 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £1,975,000
Section 12 is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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